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At THE request of the Committee on Woman’s Work the Presby- 
terian Committee of Publication has issued this special edition of 
Studying the Book of Exodus for use by the women of the Church. 
It is believed that no better guide to the study of Exodus could be 
found than that presented in this book, prepared by Dr. M. R. Turn- 
bull, a valued teacher of the Word. 

This series of studies is recommended for use in Women’s Bible 
Classes of the Sunday school when a special effort will be made to 
have as many as possible of the women of the church participating. 
Those women who are teaching other classes in the Sunday school 
might follow the course through personal study with this splendid 
guide in hand. Or these studies might be used in the midweek prayer 
service under the leadership of the pastor, the women sponsoring the 
attendance and seeking to reach the men, women, and young people 
of the church with this study. 

Those groups that will wish to study Exodus in an intensive period 
of a week or more of classes will find this series easy to adapt. The 
following is a suggested plan for bringing the fourteen “Lessons” into 
a six-unit course: 


I — Lessons I and II 
II — Lessons III and IV 
III — Lessons V, VI, and VIII 
IV — Lessons VII and IX 
V — Lessons X and XI 
VI — Lessons XII, XIII, and XIV 


One purpose of the author in these studies is to lead the individual 
personally to discover God’s message in the book of Exodus. What 
greater service could any teacher render to the student! Because of 
this emphasis and the splendid way in which this purpose is carried 
out in each chapter, it will be valuable to have a copy of this book in 


the hands of each member of the class wherever this is possible. ‘The 
author has used the American Standard Version of the Bible. 

Exodus is an important book to the Christian. In it is presented 
the unfolding of God’s purpose in the Covenant made with Abraham, 
we see the way in which that Covenant was being carried out; and 
through the study there comes a new appreciation of the perfect ful- 
fillment of that Covenant in Christ our Redeemer. 
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. Read over these suggestions at the beginning of your study of each 


lesson. 


. Begin each study period with prayer for the guidance of the Holy 


Spirit. (See John 14:16; I Cor. 2:14.) 


. There are no short cuts to an understanding of God’s Word. Apply 


your mind with even more concentration and vigor to these lessons 
than you would to a lesson in Algebra. 


. Read and follow each direction as you come to it. Do not even read 


the second part of the first direction until you have done the first part. 


. Work with regularity. Set apart a certain time each day as a study 


period. If possible let it be early in the morning. 


. Study with a pen or pencil in hand. Write the results of your study 


in a permanent notebook. At the beginning it might be well to put 
your notes first on a scratch pad, and then revise them before put- 
ting them in permanent form in your notebook. If you are studying 
this in a regular class, enter your notes in your notebook after the 
class discussion of the lesson. 


. Cultivate your imagination. See with your mind’s eye each event 


that you study. This will make the incidents live. 


- Meditate. When you discover a truth ponder over it. Avoid being 


in a hurry. 


- Remember Bengel’s rule: “Apply thyself wholly to the text, apply 


the text wholly to thyself.” 


Pass on to others the truth God reveals to you. You are a steward of 
the manifold grace of God. 


Studying the Book of Exodus 


Cee Lesson | Ae 
RELATION OF EXODUS TO GENESIS 


Tue purpose and plan of this course of studies are practically the 
same as those followed in the course, “Studying the Book of Genesis.” 
I want to direct you in your own study of Exodus. The many letters 
that came to me relative to the lessons on Genesis convinced me that 
the average Christian wants to do his own Bible study. He is not con- 
tent with accepting ready-made studies that are handed out to him 
- in predigested form. He wants to have the thrill of making personal 
discoveries of the riches of God’s Word. 

Some time ago a teacher in one of the New York schools had her 
class write compositions on the difference between an educated man 
and an intelligent man. Her conception of an educated man was 
one who had been through college and crammed his mind with facts 
and theories from the textbooks and the lectures of the professors. 
A little Polish girl wrote quite a lengthy composition on the assigned 
theme, and then she summed up the whole thing at the close with 
this sentence, “An educated man gets his thinks from somebody else, 
while an intelligent man works his own thinks.” I wish you would 
ponder over that statement. It is a very significant one. 

In line with the discriminating definition of the little Polish girl 
is this quotation from Plutarch: “The mind is not a vessel which calls 
for filling. It is a pile which simply calls for kindling-wood to start 
the flame of eagerness for original thought and ardor for truth.” If 
these lessons will stimulate your mind to original work and give direc- 
tion for your study they will have accomplished their purpose. 


Apologetic Value 

The ambition of my life is to lead an ever-increasing number of 
people into an enthusiastic study of the Bible for themselves. For J 
firmly believe that in doing that I would be doing more to stem the 
tide of unbelief in the Bible and the Christ of the Bible than if I gave 


my time to writing and speaking on the inspiration of the Bible and 
E77] 


the truth of its fundamental doctrines. After a Bible Hour at Mon- 
treat one of the most outstanding leaders of our Church said to me 
in substance, “If you can get the people to see these glorious truths 
of the Bible there will be no fear of their denying its inspiration.” 
How true that is. The greatest argument for the Bible is the Bible. 
And the way to discover the power and beauty of this old Book is not 
by reading books about the Bible, not by accepting the results of 
someone else’s study of the Bible, but by studying the Bible for your- 
self. 

Mr. Moody spoke of defending the Bible as of defending a lion. 
“Let the lion out,” he said, “and it will defend itself.” And Bishop 
McConnell has added this word to the apologetic value of real Bible 
study, “It is the duty of Christian teachers everywhere to master the 
Scriptures themselves, and to learn the art of presenting them to 
others that the Scriptures may stand in their own right and make 
their own appeal. If we can really give the Scriptures a chance to 
exert their own influence we shall be relieved of all uneasiness over 


Biblical authority.” 


Relation to Genesis 


The book of Exodus is but a continuation of Genesis. You can 
readily see that by reading the first three or four verses of the book. 
That being true, the first thing you need to do in your study of Exo- 
dus is to refresh your memory with the dominant purpose of Genesis. 

How does the book of Genesis close? “So Joseph died, being a hun- 
dred and ten years old: and they embalmed him, and he was put in 
a coffin in Egypt.” ‘That indicates clearly that his body was not to 
stay permanently in Egypt. To see that we are right on this point 
read 50:24-25. “God will surely visit you, and bring you up out of this 
land unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob.” That at once brings you face to face with the dominant fac- 
tor of the book of Genesis, namely, the Covenant which God made 
with Abraham, renewed to Isaac, and passed on to Jacob. 


The Covenant 


From our study of Genesis we saw that the controlling factor in the 
life of Abraham was the Covenant, that the controlling factor in the 
life of Isaac and of Jacob was the Covenant. In this Covenant God 
promised three things: 1) To give to Abraham and his descendants 
the land of Canaan as an everlasting possession; 2.) To make of Abra- 
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ham and his descendants a mighty nation; and 3) to bring to all the 
nations of the earth a universal blessing through the seed of Abraham. 

That these three all-important provisions of the Covenant may . 
stand out in your mind will you please go carefully through these 
references in Genesis: The provision concerning the land of Canaan: 
Tae fats tis: 15-10-21; 1720, 22-17 (last clause); 26:3; 28:13" 35052; 
48:21; 50:24. The provision concerning the numerous seed: 12:2; 
E2210: 1525" 17-2, 4-0; 22:17; 20:4-20-1A; 25:11; 40:4. Le provi 
sion concerning the universal blessing: 12:3; 18:18; 22:18; 26:4; 
28:14. If you have skipped over these references or rushed through 
them will you please go back and read each one carefully? You simply 
cannot understand Exodus unless you have the background of Genesis 
fresh in your mind. 


Influence of the Covenant 


Of these three provisions of the Covenant we saw that the really 
significant one was the last, “In thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed.” The provision concerning the numerous seed and 
the land of Canaan were in order to the fulfillment of the universal 
blessing. From Luke 1:72-73; Acts 3:25; and Galatians 3:14 we 
learned that the fulfillment of this Covenant was Jesus Christ and 
the salvation which He wrought out for all nations. So the Covenant 
was not an end in itself, but a means to an end, and the end was 
God’s plan of redemption for a lost world. 

In Genesis, chapters 1-11, God had been dealing with the race as 
a whole, and the result of that was sin and judgment. So with Abra- 
ham God began to prepare for the coming of the Saviour from sin. 
And that plan was based on the oath-bound Covenant. The rest of 
the Old Testament, and of the New for that matter, is a gradual but 
persistent unfolding and carrying forward to a final consummation of 
this Abrahamic Covenant. 

This being true our study of Exodus will be to discover the part the 
book has in the development of the Abrahamic Covenant. If you 
have studied Genesis this should prove a most interesting and profit- 
able study to you. And even if you haven't studied Genesis, I believe 
the background we have tried to give you in this opening lesson is 
sufficient for you to readily take hold of these lessons. We shall not 
presume upon a thorough knowledge of Genesis in preparing the 
lessons on Exodus. So you may take up the study of Exodus without 
any misgivings. 
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First Assignment 


Some of you already know what the first assignment will be, for 
you remember Genesis! Please read the first 24 chapters of Exodus 
and the fortieth through at a single sitting. You may omit chapters 
25-39, which deal largely with the details concerning the construc- 
tion of the tabernacle. The purpose of this continuous reading of 
Exodus is to give you an impression of the book as a whole, to let you 
get the “feel” of the book. Be sure to read Exodus as a continuation 
of Genesis. That’s the reason I have taken so much time in getting 
the dominant factor of Genesis before your mind. When you have 
finished your reading write down the facts and features that have 
impressed you most. 

Get a good notebook, preferable a loose-leaf one, to record the re- 
sults of your study, and make large use of it. 


SUE TT Lesson ll Cee 


BIRD'S-EYE VIEW AND CHAPTER 1 


Dw you have a good time reading Exodus through at a sitting? I wish 
you could tell me what interested you most. Was it the dominating 
influence of Moses? the prominence of the supernatural? the frequent 
murmuring of the people in the face of God’s wonderful manifesta- 
tions of Himself? the prominence of Mount Sinai? 


Abrahamic Covenant 
What evidences of the Abrahamic Covenant did you find? We 


want to get those clearly in mind that you may realize still more that 
Exodus is but a continuation of Genesis. 


1. The book opens with the names of the Covenant family. This list was 
given in Genesis 46:8-27, but is repeated here to reveal the close connection 
of Exodus to Genesis. 

2. The first chapter shows how the provision of the Covenant concerning 
the numerous seed was being fulfilled. Note especially 1:7. 

3. Under what name did God reveal Himself to Moses at the burning bush? 
“I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.” (3:6.) By that God meant, “I am the God who made the Cove- 
nant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.” That name reveals God as 
the Covenant-making and the Covenant-keeping God. 

4. What did God tell Moses He had come to do? To take the Children of 
Israel out of the bondage of Egypt into the land of Canaan; in other words, to 
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fulfill the provision of the Covenant concerning the land. Read again Genesis 
E27 LSsr 5; 15 1O-21s 17s; 2Q0L 7s 20ro. 2O1t3> 358 12s AG: 2ise5Or24. 

5. By what name did God reveal Himself to Israel through Moses? Read 
3:15-16. Note the repetition of the Covenant name, and the striking expres- 
sion, “this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations.” 
ee ie glance through Exodus for the frequent use of this Covenant name 
of God. 

6. What message did God send to Israel through Moses? Read 3:17. He 
told them that He had come to fulfill His Covenant. Is not this a clear indica- 
tion that the people knew of the Covenant God, and that they were waiting 
for Him to fulfill His promises? 

7. Read 2:24. From this you see that the motive back of God’s deliverance 
of Israel from Egypt was this same Covenant. “God remembered his covenant 
with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.” 

8. When the people became discouraged because of the added burdens laid 
on them by Pharaoh, God wanted to give them assurance that He was really 
going to deliver them from their bondage. To see what that guarantee was 
read 6:4-5. “I have ... established my covenant.” “I have remembered my 


covenant.” 


No doubt you had noted these evidences of the Abrahamic Cove- 
nant as you read Exodus, but some may not have seen them. What 
progress had been made in the fulfillment of this Covenant by the 
close of Exodus? Look into that during the coming week. 


Bird's-Eye View 

When we studied Genesis the first thing we did was to get a bird’s- 
eye view of the book so as to have that as a background for the study 
of the individual parts, on the principle that a view of the whole 
materially assists in an understanding of the smaller units. Let us 
follow that same plan in the study of Exodus. 

Turn to chapter 19 and read the first six verses. Pause over verses 
5 and 6. Underscore “my covenant” in verse 5. In these verses you 
see that God proposed to make a Covenant with the nation Israel just 
as He had done with the individual Abraham. We shall wait to take 
up the provisions of the Covenant until we reach this chapter in our 
regular study. Ail we need to realize now is that God was seeking to 
make a Covenant with the whole nation. 

Now turn over to chapter 24 and read the first eight verses. Here 
the Covenant that was proposed in chapter 19 is signed and sealed. 
Note the expression in verse 7, “the book of the covenant,” and the 
statement in verse 8, “Behold the blood of the covenant, which Je- 
hovah hath made with you concerning all these words.” The Cove- 
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nant with the nation was here signed and sealed. Because the Cove- 
nant was sealed here in this 24th chapter we call it the “Covenant 
chapter,” just as we called the 17th chapter of Genesis the “Covenant 
chapter.” We shall take up in detail the sealing of the Covenant 
when we reach chapter 24 in our study. It is enough now to know 
that it is the Covenant chapter. 

Chapter 24 is the pivotal chapter of the book, just as chapter 17 in 
Genesis was the pivotal chapter in Abraham’s life. What, then, is 
the relation of chapters 1-23 to chapter 24? For your answer recall 
the relation of Genesis 12-16 to chapter 17. In those chapters God 
was preparing Abram for the Covenant in chapter 17. So, in Exodus, 
chapters 1-23, God was preparing the nation for the sealing of the 
Covenant in chapter 24. They were not ready to seal the Covenant 
until the point reached in the 24th chapter. 

Will you draw a simple diagram of Exodus, marking chapter 24 
“Covenant chapter,” and chapters 1-23, “preparation.” 


The Numerous Seed 


Now comes your time! Center your mind on chapter 1. Spend 
just as much time as you can find reading and rereading that chapter. 
Write down the principal facts and features. Ask yourself the mean- 
ing or significance of the facts you find. “Why?” always comes after 
“What?” Make your mind give you an answer to that all-important 
“Why?” ‘Try to arrange the material in a logical way. Keep on work- 
ing until you are not only ready but eager to teach this chapter to a 
class. No, I’m not trying to put you under a cruel bondage! It will 
be real fun once you get started. In fact, I am trying to deliver you 
from the bondage of “helps” in your study of the Bible, and make you 
a free and independent student. 

Before starting on this paragraph please go back and read the pre- 
vious one over again. Have you been faithful in carrying out those 
suggestions? I believe you have, so let’s go ahead. You must have 
paused when you got to verse 7. ‘That verse is underscored in my 
Bible. And connected up with it by lines are verses 9, 12, and 20. So 
as I look at this page in my Bible the thing that stands out above 
anything else is the exceedingly abundant way the Children of Israel 
were multiplying. And I wonder if you linked these verses up with 
the ones in Genesis that gave the promise of their becoming such a 
numerous seed. Here they are: 12:2; 13:16; 15:5; 17:2, 4-6; 22-07 
26:4; 28:14; 35:11; 48:4. Surely Jehovah is faithful to His Covenant 
promises! 
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The Cruel Bondage 


What effect did this rapid increase of Israel have upon the new 
king “who knew not Joseph”? And what steps did he take to check 
the multiplying? There are four stages in the cruel treatment of 
Israel by Pharaoh in his efforts to keep them down. Had you marked 
these out? 


1. He put them under taskmasters to afflict them with heavy burdens. Verse 
Tite 


2. He increased their burdens. Verses 1 3-14. 
3. He commanded the midwives to kill every Hebrew son at birth. Verse 16. 


4. He commanded all his people to cast into the river every Hebrew son 
that was born. Verse 22. 


Now use your imagination and see with your eyes and feel with 
your heart the situation in the land of Goshen during those heart- 
breaking days and weeks and months and years. Put yourself in that 
Hebrew mother’s or father’s place and live her or his life for a day. 
Please do this. 

Did these fiendish schemes of Pharaoh avail in checking the rapid 
increase of the Children of Israel? Read verses 12 and 20. Certainly 
not through the third step, anyhow. 


God's Purpose 


“Where is God all this time?” you ask. For surely He could have 
stopped this cruel treatment of His people at its very inception. The 
fact that He didn’t, certainly reveals that He had some good purpose 
in permitting it. What now was that purpose? Look back please to 
Genesis 47:5-6, 11. Note the expression, “the best of the land.” 
Goshen was the garden spot of Egypt, so fertile that all Israel had to 
do was “tickle the ground with a plow, and it laughed them a har- 
vest.” Suppose Moses had gone to the people — between verse 7 and 
verse 8 in the first chapter — and told them he had come to lead them 
out of Egypt into Canaan, what response would he have gotten? Some- 
thing like this, “What do we want to leave Egypt for? Look at our 
granaries bursting with grain. Look at those cattle down there in the 
meadow as fat and sleek as they can be. We are making money 
here hand over fist. This is the life for us. Why, Moses, you are 
crazy.” ‘They wouldn’t have budged an inch. Enlarge on this in 
your own imagination. 
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So God used the cruel bondage to make Israel~willing to leave 
Egypt. To be sure we are right on this point look at Deuteronomy 
32:11. Begin reading with the 7th verse and then pause on the ex- 
pression in verse 11, “As an eagle that stirreth up her nest.” It is the 
figure of the mother eagle trying to get the little eaglets out of their 
downy nest to learn to fly. All persuasion is in vain. They are too 
comfortable in their soft warm beds. It looks too dangerous on- the 
outside. In desperation the mother eagle stirreth up the nest, so that 
the sticks and splinters of which the nest is made protrude through 
the soft down and, by the pain they inflict, force the eaglets out of 
their nest. 

That was the way God dealt with the Children of Israel. He stirred 
up their soft downy nest in Goshen with the cruel bondage He per- 
mitted. Suppose He hadn’t? Think through that question. 


CUETO Eee Lesson III AUT 


GOD'S PREPARATION OF MOSES—CHAPTER 2 


In a letter telling her appreciation of the course in Genesis an earnest 
woman wrote this paragraph: 

“My constant thought as I study is, What a wonderful God! “Thy 
mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens; ‘Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the 
clouds; ‘Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; Thy judgments 
are a great deep.’ 

““Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God.’ ” 

This lady had found the real purpose of all Bible study, to know 
God. “What a wonderful God!” was her constant thought as she 
pored over the pages of her Bible. Let us follow in her footsteps and 
keep this question constantly in mind, “What does this chapter teach 
me about God?” Be continually praying that the Holy Spirit may 
take of the things of God and show them unto you. “This is life 
eternal, that they should know thee the only true God, and him 
whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ.” (John 17:3.) 


Revelation of God's Character 
What now has the first chapter of Exodus taught you of God? His 


faithfulness stands out most clearly, for you see in what a remarkable 
way He was fulfilling His promises to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
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Jacob. See Joshua 21:43-45. But there is another attribute that is 
just as striking though not quite so patent. What was the ultimate 
purpose of Pharaoh in sending the cruel bondage on Israel? Read 
verse 10 and pause over the clause, “and get them up out of the land.” 
His purpose then was to keep Israel from leaving the land of Egypt. 
He so expressed it. Yet God used the very bondage that Pharaoh in- 
tended to keep them in Egypt, as a direct means of making Israel 
willing to leave Egypt. In other words, God used Pharaoh’s sinful 
purpose as a means of accomplishing His own beneficent purpose. He 
made the wrath of man to praise Him, and thus revealed His sover- 
eign power. Remember how God overruled the sinful purpose of 
Joseph’s brethren and of Potipher’s wife to accomplish His own 
sovereign will. 


Independent Study 


I wonder how often you have read the story of Moses’ birth and 
rescue? Have you ever tried to get down underneath the mere facts 
to God’s purpose, and to His steps in carrying out that purpose? You 
say right off that God’s purpose in chapter 2 was to provide and train 
a leader to lead Israel out of Egypt. All right. What means did He 
use in carrying out that purpose? Let that question be the key with 
which you seek to open up chapter 2. Trace out step by step the de- 
velopment of that purpose. Spend a good long time working over 
this. If you studied the course in Genesis follow the same general 
method you used in working out the steps in the carrying out of God’s 
plan in Joseph’s life. 

Are you ready for me to go on? Have you these steps written down 
in your book? If you haven't, please put this book aside until you 
have finished your part of the contract! 


Steps in God's Purpose 


Looking at Moses’ preparation in the broad you have seen from 
your study that there are three definite periods: first, under his par- 
ents; second, in Pharaoh’s court; and third, in the wilderness. Each 
one of these periods had a very important part in Moses’ training. Let 
us take up first how he happened to pass through these periods, and 
then we'll see what he learned in each. 

How did he get into Pharaoh’s court, and at the same time have 
his early training under his parents? Here are the steps: 
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1. Pharaoh’s command to throw the Hebrew sons into thé river. But for this 
there would have been no need to hide Moses in the bulrushes, and Moses 
would never have come into the possession of Pharaoh’s daughter. Here again 
God’s sovereign power is manifest in overruling Pharaoh’s sinful purpose to 
carry out His own beneficent plans. Think more fully into this. 


2. Moses was a “goodly child.” There must have been some unusual at- 
traction about that little baby. 


3. The faith of Moses’ parents. See Hebrews 11:23. 


4. The mother’s ingenuity. She purposely put the little ark near the very 
spot where Pharaoh’s daughter was accustomed to bathe. 


5. The little babe’s cry. That added much to the appeal to the princess’ 
heart. 

6. The princess’ tender heart. History tells us that the princess was married 
but had no children. 

7. Miriam’s clever part. 


8. Moses’ attempt to deliver his brethren. This sent him an exile into the 
wilderness, 


Moses’ Preparation 


The above providential steps made possible the three molding in- 
fluences upon his life: his parents, Pharaoh’s court, and the wilder- 
ness. What contributions did each period make to the preparation for 
his great lifework? For light on that big question read and ponder: 
Exodus 2:11—3:12; Acts 7:20-35; Hebrews 11:23-27. 

Here are the questions to ask: “What preparation did Moses get 
from his parents’ teaching?” “What necessary training did he receive 
in Pharaoh’s court?” “What part did the wilderness experience have 
in his preparation?” You will find the answers to these questions in 
the references on this page. So study them very carefully. At the top 
of one page of your notebook put the heading, “Training Under His 
Parents”; at the top of a second page, “Training in Pharaoh’s Court”; 
and at the top of a third page, “Training in the Wilderness.” Then 
as you read over the references again and again put down on the re- 
spective notebook pages the points you find. This should be a most 
interesting and instructive study to you. I'll never forget the thrill 
I had the first time I worked over it. You had better put this book 
clear out of reach until tomorrow, for you will need a good long time 
on this study! 

Halt! Have you followed instructions? All right. Then forward 
march} 
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His Parents’ Training 


What kind of parents did Moses have? According to Hebrews 
11:23 they were people of faith in the God of Israel. And from his 
early training under them Moses received two things: (1) Faith in 
the Covenant God. When God said to Moses in Exodus 3:6, “I am 
the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob,” Moses knew whom He was talking about. (2) A 
love and sympathy for his own downtrodden people. How necessary 
that was! 

To see how influential and far-reaching his parents’ training was, 
study carefully Hebrews 11:24-26. ‘That was one of the most mag- 
nificent choices ever made. ‘The more you think into it the more 
wonderful it appears. And his early training under his father and 
mother was responsible for it. 


In Pharaoh's Court 


“And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians; and 
he was mighty in his words and works.” (Acts 7:22.) That verse 
sums up the contribution Pharaoh’s court made to Moses’ preparation. 
Two things stand out: 

1. He received the finest education the cultured nation of Egypt could af- 
ford. He was “mighty in his words.” Think fully into the bearing of this 
upon all his future work, not only wrestling with the problems of the Children 


of Israel, but also upon his writing the first five books of the Bible. Genesis 
and Deuteronomy stand out among the great masterpieces of world literature. 


2. The faculty for leadership. He was “mighty in his .. . works.” Josephus 
tells us that he was a great military hero and delivered Egypt from an invasion 
of the Ethiopians. Ponder over the significance of this preparation for the work 
ahead of him. 


But what influence would Moses’ life in Pharaoh’s court naturally 
have upon his character? That is seen in two experiences. Read 
again carefully Exodus 2:11-12. What was Moses there undertaking 
to do? According to Acts 7:24-25, Moses was undertaking to deliver 
his brethren from their bondage. Had he received any instructions 
from God? On his own initiative and in his own strength he actually 
began the work of deliverance. This very clearly reveals that his 
training in Egypt and his success as a leader had developed within 
him a spirit of self-sufficiency. ‘Think that through. 

Now read the experience in Exodus 2:13-14. “Who made thee 
a prince and a judge over us?” To have been given that title Moses 
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must have revealed a lordly spirit toward his fellow man, an impa- 
tient spirit that brooked no debate or disobedience. He revealed the 
same spirit the day before toward the Egyptian, and a few days later 
toward the shepherds. Wasn’t he a prince in Pharaoh’s court? Hadn’t 
he been accustomed to receiving homage and instant obedience from 
his fellow men? 

But could a man with a spirit of self-sufficiency and a lordly, im- 
patient spirit toward his fellows lead a horde of slaves out of Egypt? 
Think that through. 


In the Wilderness 


What influence did the forty years in the wilderness have upon 
Moses’ character? 


1. Read Exodus 3:11. Where is the spirit of self-sufficiency that he revealed 
40 years before? Was this the only time he declined to undertake the deliver- 
ance of Israel? Read through 4:17. How had the wilderness wrought this 
great change in Moses’ character? In Pharaoh’s court everything was man-made. 
What hath man wrought! And Moses had had a big share in those accomplish- 
ments. But in the wilderness everything was God-made. And what a contrast! 
Ponder well Psalm 8:3-4. After forty years in the wilderness observing God’s 
handiwork Moses, too, would exclaim, “What is man?” Do not be in a hurry 
to leave this point. 

2. To see how the wilderness experience counteracted his lordly, impatient 
spirit you will have to look forward to Exodus 14:10-14; 15:23-25; 16:2-3; 
17:1-4; 32:31-32; Numbers 12:1-8. What sublime meekness, patience, and 
forbearance! Where did it come from? From forty years of tending foolish, 
wayward, helpless sheep. How like a flock of sheep were the Children of 
Israel! Moses came out of the palace as the lordly “prince and judge.” He 
went back to deliver his people as the tender, patient, compassionate shepherd. 


Mr. Moody summed the whole thing up in this striking statement: 
“In Egypt Moses learned to be a Somebody, in the wilderness he 
learned to be a Nobody.” ‘Then he added that in the last forty years 
of his life he learned what God could do with a “Somebody” who was 
willing to be a “Nobody.” 


Summary 


You have gone through this lesson, but have you mastered it? 
There is enough in this lesson to keep you thinking for several study 
periods. ‘Think each point through. Drive it in and then clinch it 
on the other side. 
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VU Lesson IV TOUTE CUTE 
THE CALL OF MOSES—CHAPTERS 3-4 


Wuart is the best thing you have learned from your study of Moses’ 
preparation? Indeed, | wish you could tell me. But if you cannot 
readily tell me, why not tell someone else? It might be the means of 
his taking up the study of Exodus. And what greater service can 
you render anyone than to get him started studying his Bible? 

In this lesson we want to center our attention on chapters 3 and 4. 
These are two great chapters. They deserve careful reading on your 
part. Before beginning on chapter 3 get the situation presented in 
2:23-25 clearly in mind, for that is the background of chapters 3 and 
4. Visualize the situation in Goshen. Hear with your own ears the 
cry that went up to heaven. Suppose your children were in such dis- 
tress? What would you do? Well, they were God’s children. What 
was He going to do? Your answer is found in chapters 3 and 4. Read 
3:1—4:17 with all the eagerness and enthusiasm you can summon. 
Once you get well started the enthusiasm will be spontaneous. Perse- 
vere in your reading until your mind takes fire, then follow whatever 
lead is suggested. But keep the situation in 2:23-25 in mind all the 
while. Read, re-read, read again and still again. 


Prominent Features 


What have you found in these two chapters? A number of inter- 
esting things, I know. Let me pick out three or four things from your 
list. 


1. The yearning of God’s Father-heart to deliver His children from the 
cruel bondage. 

2. God’s purpose to get Moses to lead in that deliverance. 

3. Moses’ persistent reluctance to undertake the task. 

4. God’s patience in answering every excuse that Moses presented. 

5. The wonderful revelation of God’s character through it all. 


Please read the two chapters over again keeping these five points 
in mind. Do they really stand out as the dominant features? 

Of course, the second point presents the real purpose of God in 
these chapters. The other four points are seen in the carrying out of 
that purpose. Let us try to organize the material of the two chapters 
around this purpose of God to get Moses to undertake the deliverance 
of the Children of Israel. 
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The Call of Moses 


The actual call is not given until 3:10. Read that. Note the 
“therefore.” “Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pha- 
raoh,” etc. The “therefore” takes in all of verses 1-9. “Because of 
what you have just seen and heard go unto Pharaoh.” ‘That's the 
force of “therefore.” What had Moses just seen and heard that 
should move him to obey God’s command to undertake the deliver- 
ance of Israel? Here are the important things: 


1. The vision of God in the burning bush. Verses 1-5. What was the sig- 
nificance of that? Fire has always been a symbol of God. See Genesis 15:17; 
Deuteronomy 4:24; 9:3; Hebrews 12:29. But the striking thing about this 
fire is that the bush was not consumed, and the flame continued unabated. 
Strike a match and see how quickly the wood is consumed and the fire dies 
out. In the case of the match the source of the fire is the wood, as is seen in 
the fact that as soon as the wood is consumed the fire goes out. But in the case 
of the burning bush the source of the fire’s energy was itself and not the dry 
thorn bush. What a striking figure of God’s self-existence, and hence of His 
inexhaustible resources. “His gifts diminish not the store which He has to be- 
stow. He gives and is none the poorer; He works and is never weary; He 
operates unspent; He loves and He loves forever; and through the ages the fire 
burns on, unconsumed and undecayed.” Think through that. The burning 
bush has the same significance as the name God gave Himself in verse 14, 
‘tT AM THAT I AM.” And that was the God who would be back of Moses 
at every step of the great task that faced him. 


2. The Covenant-making and the Covenant-keeping God. Verses 6-8. Re- 
member what Moses’ parents had told him about this God and His dealings 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Behind the success of this undertaking was 
the promise, the Covenant, the oath of a faithful God. 


3. The cry of the Children of Israel. The heavy burdens of his own people 


called loudly to Moses to come to their rescue. 


Moses' Reluctance 


Moses’ reluctance to heed God's call is seen not only in 3:11, but 
also in the four other times he declined to accept the commission. 
The first hesitancy on his part was commendable, for it revealed an 
humble spirit. But how account for his persistent reluctance? 


1. He had tried once and failed. 


2. He knew as no one else the mighty power of Egypt, and Pharaoh’s de- 
termination to hold on to Israel. 


3. He well knew the feebleness of the Children of Israel, unorganized, un- 
trained, cowed by years of slavery. 


4. He had fled as a fugitive from justice. 
5. The forty years in the wilderness had caused him to shun responsibility. 
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But as potent as these reasons are, did they justify his persistence 
in refusing to yield to God’s cal]? Take up each of the remaining 
four excuses Moses gave and test the reasonableness of it in the light 
of God’s revelation of Himself to him. Be sure to do this. Then test 
by the same standards our reluctance to undertake anything for God. 


Moses’ Credentials 


The three signs which God gave Moses in 4:1-9 would be sufficient 
credentials to the people and to Pharaoh that Moses came with the 
authority of God. 

1. The rod and the serpent. The serpent formed a part of the crown of the 
Pharaohs, and was used as a symbol of Egypt’s power. What an insignificant 
thing the rod in Moses’ hand was! Yet with God back of it, it became omnip- 
otent. See I Corinthians 1:27-28. 

2. The leprous hand. What an impression that would make upon the Israel- 
il who ite upon leprosy as a sign of the power of death in its most awful 
orm. 


3. Water and blood. The Nile was the great god of Egypt, the source of 
their life and power. To be able to turn its water into blood would prove the 


power of Moses’ God over the god of the Egyptians. 


God's Guarantee 


Moses had hesitated to undertake this work because he fully real- 
ized the tremendous difficulties that lay in the path of success. Did 
God seek to minimize the difficulties? No. But over against the diffi- 
culties God placed Himself as more than sufficient for every difficulty. 
As the difficulties mounted mountain-high before Moses’ eyes he cried 
out within himself, “Who is sufficient for these things?” “I am,” an- 
swered Jehovah, in every word that He spake to Moses. “I, the self- 
existent, eternal God; I, the Covenant-making and Covenant-keeping 
God; I, the God of sovereign power over Pharaoh and the gods of 
Egypt; I, the ever-present God; I, Jehovah, will overcome every dif- 
ficulty and give you abundant success. Trust in me.” That in brief 
is the message of chapters 3 and 4. And what a message! Just as ap- 
plicable to us today as it was to Moses then. That’s the reason God 
has given us the record of it. 


Moses’ Second Failure 


Read chapter 5 to see the reception Moses and Aaron received from 
Pharaoh, and the consequent result upon the people. Read it with 
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your imagination. Moses going back after forty years to the same 
place where he had occupied such a prominent place; the arrogance 
and wrath of Pharaoh; the people scattered over Egypt searching for 
stubble; the cruel beatings administered by the taskmasters; the meet- 
ing between the officers of Israel and Moses. See those scenes. Make 
them live. Put yourself in Moses’ place. 

Now answer these questions, please. Was Pharaoh justified in the 
attitude he assumed? Was he justified in adding to the burdens of 
the Israelites? What kind of man does this reveal him to be? Was it 
natural for the people to complain against Moses and Aaron? What 
was this experience meant to do for Moses? Pause longer over that 
last question. What do you think of this answer from Paterson- 
Smyth? 

“Moses in his agony of soul could not see what we can now see, 
that it was necessary for his great life-task to trample down self al- 
together, all self-esteem, all pride in his miracles, all delight in popu- 
lar enthusiasm for him, everything that a popular leader loves most.” 


God's Encouragement 


Moses did learn that one thing to do in such an emergency was to 
rush off to God to tell Him and to plead with Him. How did God 
encourage Moses? Read 6:1-9. Read it over again. What is the big- 
gest thing in those verses? As I look at this page in my Bible, I see 
JEHOVAH in glowing letters, for every “I” of Jehovah and every 
“I am Jehovah” are underscored with red pencil. Once more God 
placed Himself over against the emergency. God looked back to the 
Covenant with Abraham, and on the basis of that poured forth a 
veritable torrent of “I wills.” Write down every “will” promise that 
you find in those verses. 

Have you learned from this lesson to put GOD over against every 
temptation, every difficulty, every anxious care, every burden? If you 
haven't, will you please go back over the lesson until you see GOD 
as sufficient for your every need. 
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CUTE Lesson V Vee eee 
THE PLAGUES—CHAPTERS 5-11 


Tus lesson will be given up entirely to a study of the plague sec- 
tion of the book of Exodus. Our purpose will be to see what part 
the plagues had in preparing the people for the Covenant in chapter 


24. 


"Who Is Jehovah?" 


The place to begin your study of the plagues is 5:1-2. Note espe- 
cially the arrogant reply of Pharaoh to Jehovah’s command, “Who is 
Jehovah, that I should hearken unto his voice to let Israel go? I 
know not Jehovah, and moreover I will not let Israel go.” Here 
Pharaoh gave as his reason for refusing to yield to Jehovah’s com- 
mand the fact that he didn’t know Jehovah. “Who is this Jehovah 
that dares to command me to do anything?” Remember that the king 
of Egypt was the most powerful monarch of his day. So he hurled 
back into the teeth of Moses and Aaron the taunt, “Who is Jehovah?” 

The plagues are Jehovah’s answer to that question of Pharaoh, and 
you should read the record of them from that point of view. We 
shall reserve the last plague, the killing of the first-born, for next 
lesson. So our study this time will be confined to chapters 7-11. 

Come now to a thoroughgoing study of those chapters. By “thor- 
oughgoing” I mean close, careful, repeated readings of these chapters 
in the light of Pharaoh’s question, “Who is Jehovah?” Keep that 
question always in mind. Spend at least an hour on this, and write 
down every point you find that bears on that question. If when the 
hour is up you are too interested to stop, then keep on going! 


Jehovah's Answer 


What answer did Jehovah give to Pharaoh’s question? In fact, 
are you right sure that the principal purpose of the plagues was to 
answer that question? You no doubt have found and marked 7:5, 
“And the Egyptians shall know that I am Jehovah.” Besides this one 
I have seven other similar expressions in these chapters underscored. 
If you have not already done so I suggest that you go through and 
underscore these same expressions in your Bible. 

The clearest evidence of this is found in 9:15-16. Before making 


a more thorough study of Exodus I had thought that the primary pur- 
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pose of the plagues was to make Pharaoh willing to-let Israel go. But 
these verses refute that idea. Read 9:15. There Jehovah said, “If it 
were merely a matter of getting Israel out of Egypt I could have smit- 
ten the Egyptians with a pestilence and my people could have walked 
out unopposed.” Now come to verse 16. “But in very deed for this 
cause have I made thee to stand, to show thee my power, and that 
my name may be declared throughout all the earth.” According to 
that positive statement of Jehovah the purpose of these plagues was 
to reveal the name and character of Jehovah, not only to Pharaoh 
and the Egyptians, but to the whole world. 

I do not mean to say that this was the only purpose God had in 
mind in the plagues, but that it was the primary purpose. They were 
also credentials of Jehovah’s messengers, and judgments sent upon 


Pharaoh and the Egyptians. 


Revelation of Jehovah 


What dominant attribute of Jehovah was revealed in these plagues? 
What great fact about Jehovah did the people learn from these 
plagues? ‘That’s a very important question to answer. Has your 
study of these chapters so far given you the answer? If it hasn’t, will 
you mind reading the chapters over again to get the answer? Thank 
you. 

Is this your answer to the above question, “The plagues were the 
proof that Jehovah is the supreme, the sovereign God’? Think over 
that for a few minutes. In your mind run through the chapters for 
evidences of this dominant fact about God. Here are several: 

1. The plagues were all wonderful manifestations of sovereign power. Think 
of the various things that obeyed the voice of God. 

2. They came on and went away at the command of Moses, the messenger 
of Jehovah. 7:20; 8:9, 10, 29; 9:5, 10, 18, 29; 10:4, 13, 19. 

3. The magicians could not continue to imitate Moses. 8:18-19; 9:11. 
When Moses announced beforehand what the plague would be, the magicians 
by tricks of legerdemain would imitate him. 

4. God made a distinction between Egypt and the land of Goshen. 8:22; 
974-0, 267.1072" 01:7. 

5. They were all aimed at the gods of Egypt. This last one we need to 
amplify some. 


The Battle of the Gods 


Take the first plague as a typical example. Read again 7:14-19. 
Pharaoh and his proud array of gods and courtiers were going forth, 


boas 


no doubt, to perform the sacred rites to the myterious Nile which 
Egypt worshiped as a god. Here is a hymn they sang to the Nile, 


from a manuscript of about Moses’ time: 


“Hail to thee, O Nile! 
Coming in peace, giving life to the land. 
Overflowing the gardens created by RA. 
Coming from heaven, watering the land. 
Giver of corn, lover of good. 
Hail to thee, O Nile!” 


What a blow in the face of that great god of theirs when by the 
word of Moses, the messenger of Jehovah, the Nile became 'a mass 
of blood and rottenness, and the fish in the river died, and the river 
stank. The River was no god after all! 

So is was with all the plagues. Each one knocked down and tramn- 
pled in the dust some one of Egypt’s gods. Here is a list of the 
plagues, with the god each one was aimed against, taken from Dr. 
W. W. Moore’s “Supplementary Notes on Exodus.” 


. Blood, against the Nile god, Osiris, June. 

. Frogs, against the frog god, Heka, September. 

. Mosquitoes, against the earth god, Seb, October. 

. Beetles, against the beetle god, Khepera, November. 

. Murrain, against the cattle gods, Apis, etc., December. 

. Boils, apparently against the goddess, Neit, January. 

. Hail, apparently against the air gods, Isis, Shu, etc., February. 

. Locusts, apparently against insect gods of some kind, March. 

. Darkness, against the sun god, Ra, April. 

. First-born slain, coup-de-grace to the whole helpless pantheon (Exodus 
12:12), date of Passover, 14th Nison, April. 
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The Sovereign God 


So we see the plagues revealed Jehovah to be the Sovereign God 
of the universe — sovereign over forces of nature, sovereign over Pha- 
raoh and Egyptian, sovereign over all the gods of Egypt. That you 
may have this purpose still more deeply impressed upon your mind, 
read carefully Deuteronomy 4:34-35, 39. “Jehovah he is God; there 
is none else besides him.” Now turn to Exodus 18:8-11. In verses 
8-9 Moses was rehearsing to Jethro, his father-in-law, what Jehovah 
had done in Egypt through the plagues. ‘Then Jethro exclaimed, 
“Now I know that Jehovah is greater than all gods.” ‘These verses 
show conclusively that we are on the right track. 


{251 


For whose benefit was this revelation of Jehovah as the Sovereign 
God meant? That’s a very vital question to settle. 


1. It was meant, of course,, for Pharaoh and the Egyptians, to establish Je- 
hovah’s authority and His right to command them to let Israel go. See 7:5; 
PB7h Hey, AX 

2. It was meant also for all the nations of the earth. See 9:16; Joshua 2:10; 
I Samuel: 4:8. These last references show how far and wide this revelation 
of God spread, and how long it lasted. 

3. But it was meant primarily for the Children of Israel, to prepare them 
for the Covenant in the 24th chapter. See 6:7; 10:2; Deuteronomy 4:32-39. 
This point needs to be amplified. 


Preparation for Covenant 


If you studied Genesis you remember that before God signed and 
sealed the Covenant with Abraham He brought his faith up to the 
point where he would believe in the Covenant God. And the first 
means that God used to strengthen Abram’s faith was revelation of 
Himself, that his faith might have a strong foundation to rest on. 
Revelation, knowledge, faith. ‘That is always the order. 

So here God was dealing with Israel in the same way that He dealt 
with Abraham. He was seeking to develop their faith in Him by 
revealing Himself to them. There were two things primarily that 
they needed to know at this stage of their history. . 


1. That Jehovah had the power to free them from the bondage of Egypt and 
lead them into the Covenant land. Think, if you please, of the power that 
would require — not only to deliver them from the mighty power of Pharaoh, 
but also to drive out the warlike Canaanites. How wonderfully Jehovah re- 
vealed His power in the plagues! Read carefully Deuteronomy 7:17-19. 


2. But why was Jehovah so eager for them to believe that He was sovereign 
over all gods? The Covenant signed in chapter 24 was based upon the law, the 
book of the Covenant. Read 24:7. To see what the first and fundamental law 
in the book of the Covenant was, read Exodus 20:3. Ponder long over that. 
Jehovah as the one and only and true God was the foundation principle of the 
religion which He was to teach this people. 


How could He get them to believe that basic fact? For generations 
they had lived in a polytheistic environment. The gods of Egypt 
were well-nigh legion. The Canaanites worshiped gods on. every 
high hill. So Jehovah had to prove the oneness of God to them in a 
graphic, dramatic, convincing way. The plagues was the method He 
chose. To see that it was convincing read again Exodus 18:11; Deu- 
teronomy 4:35, 39. 


{ 26] 


This has been a long lesson, I know. But could we have stopped 
until we reached this point? We are going to give a whole lesson to 
the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart, so do not think we are trying to 
pass over this question which may be troubling-you. 


{eee Lesson Vi ATONCCOUETON COUT CCNO CON COA TUONO COTTON COCO 
THE PASSOVER—CHAPTERS 11:4-—13:16 


Wuat is the best thing you got from your study of the plague sec- 
tion? Pardon me for asking that general question so often. But Ido 
want you to frequently take inventory of the stock of Bible truth that 
you are acquiring. To decide on the best thing, you have to compare 
a number of things. ‘This impresses them all upon your mind, and 
helps to make the results of your study permanent. 


Independent Study 


The special section for this lesson is 11:4—13:16. It all has to do 
with the last plague. Judging from the amount of space given to this 
in comparison to each of the other nine plagues, what would you say 
as to the relative importance of this one? Let that thought direct you 
in your study of this section. Here are two questions that will give 
definiteness to your study. What things other than the length of the 
section indicate the great importance of this experience? Why was 
this experience of such tremendous importance in the life of Israel? 
May the sense of its importance make you all the more interested and 
all the more earnest in your study of this section. Surely you can 
spend an hour and a half working over this. If I mistake not, when 
the hour and a half is up you will want to keep on with your study. 
You need not confine yourself to this section. If anything there leads 
you out into other parts of the Bible follow the lead. Pray very earn- 
estly that the Holy Spirit Himself may lead you in your study and 
may make the truth a great blessing to your heart. 

(Here I pause to follow you in your study of the chapters, won- 
dering what you will see and where your study will lead you, praying 
all the while for the Spirit’s guidance. ) 

Where did your study lead you? All the way to the cross of Cal- 
vary? I hope it did. I’m sure it did. Were there stops along the way? 
Did it stop at Isaiah 53:7? and John 1:29? and Luke 22:15-20? and 
I Corinthians 5:7? Did you go all the way to Revelation 5:8-12? and 
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Revelation 21:22-23? Surely these references indicate something of 
the vital importance of this Old Testament passage. But we must 
study it first in its relation to the immediate situation there in Egypt, 
and then come to its direct bearing upon us. 


The Judgment - 


What does the term “Passover” mean anyhow? See 12:12-13, 23, 
27. Jehovah on His mission of judgment passed over the blood- 
sprinkled homes. So it really means an escape from judgment. 

The first thing then for us to consider is the judgment that rested 
upon the land of Egypt. Upon whom did this judgment rest? 


1. First of all it rested upon Pharaoh and the Egyptians. Think back through 
the first ten chapters of the book for the cause of this terrible judgment. What 
had Pharaoh and his people done to deserve such punishment? You can divide 
their sin under two heads: 


a) Their cruel treatment of Israel. Refer to 1:11, 13, 14, 16, 22; 5:6-18 
for evidences of this. 


b) Their rebellion against Jehovah. These references will refresh your 
mind on ithat point: 5:2; 7:13, 22; 8:15, 19, 323/937, 34, 35; 10:11, 20, 27, 
28. Please be sure to read these references. 


And remember that this highhanded rebellion was in the face of abundant 
evidence that Jehovah was God, of God’s mercy in withholding the judgment | 
so long, of God’s unceasing efforts to cause them to repent, and of full warn- 
ing that the judgment was coming. In view of all this would you not say that 


God was abundantly justified in destroying the first-born of Egypt? 


2. But the judgment lay upon the first-born of Israel as truly as it did upon 
the Egyptians. For while not as guilty as the Egyptians, still the spirit of re- 
bellion was deep-seated in their hearts, as their subsequent history so woefully 
revealed. 


Escape from Judgment 


How long there was between the warning given in 11:4-8 and the 
night of judgment we do not know. But try to picture to yourself 
the terrible suspense that hung over the whole land of Egypt. Nine 
other judgments had come at the word of Moses. Why not this one? 
There may have been week after week of this anxious suspense. What 
were the thoughts of the Egyptian mothers and fathers as they looked 
at their first-born? Then visualize the terrible night on which the 
destroying angel went through the land of Egypt. Midnight! Death 
in every home from the palace of Pharaoh to the dirtiest hut of the 
humblest slave! ‘The scenes that followed? — let’s pass them by. 
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How about the land of Goshen? “But against any of the children 
of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast.” How 
did they escape? Did not the sentence of death lie upon them, too? 
Yes. But they accepted God’s way of escape and therefore judgment 
passed over them. What was that plan? That’s the all-important 
question for you to study. It is carefully outlined in 12:1-14. Come, 
then, to the study of those verses. As each step is fulfilled in Christ 
let’s put the fulfillment side by side with the type. 


1. Take a lamb; without blemish; male a year old, therefore innocent; kept 
up four days to test. 

Christ, the Lamb of God. John 1:29; I Corinthians 5:6-7; I Peter 1:18-19. 
Jesus, morally spotless, though tested for 33 years. 


2. The lamb slain at even. Why? To pay the penalty of the sin of that 
household. “The wages of sin is death.” “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 
Here the penalty was paid by the death of a God-appointed substitute. The 
acceptance of an innocent victim for a guilty soul. 

The Lamb of God crucified on the cross to pay the penalty of our sins. 
Isaiah 53:5-6; I Corinthians 15:3; Galatians 1:4; I Peter 2:24; Hebrews 9:28. 


3. The blood applied upon the side posts and lintel. This indicates a per- 
sonal faith on the part of the individual household in God’s plan of escape. 

So it is not sufficient that Christ has died, there must be a personal appro- 
priation of that death by faith. John 3:14, 15, 16, 18, 36; Acts 16:31; Romans 
10:9-11. 


4. Safety under the blood. “When I see the blood, I will pass over you.” 
The blood on the doorposts was a proof to God that the lamb had been ‘slain 
and its death’ appropriated by the household. And on the ground of the shed 
blood of the innocent substitute God forgave the sin and passed over the judg- 
ment. God’s justice had been satisfied in the paying of the penalty of sin by 
the death of the innocent victim. 

The proof of the death of the Lamb of God, as our Substitute, is continually 
before the eyes of God in heaven. Note very carefully Revelation 5:6. “And 
I saw in the midst of the throne . . . a Lamb standing, as though it had been 
slain.” And on the ground of that death we have forever escaped judgment. 
See Romans 8:1, 33-39; Hebrews 7:25. 


5. The Passover Feast. Strength for the journey that lay ahead. 


a) Unleavened bread — Sincerity and truth. I Corinthians 5:6-8. 

b) Bitter herbs. Redemption may be consistent with trials. 

c) Eating in haste with staff in hand. They were pilgrims on the way to the 
Covenant land. I Peter 2:11. 


So the Christian ee feed upon the Lamb of God as the source of 
his life and strength. Read carefully John 6:52-57. 


{ 29] 


Permanent Memorial 


“Remember this day.” (13:3.) In the light of that striking state- 
ment read again 12:15—13:16, marking every verse that emphasizes 
that command. In my Bible these verses are all underscored and con- 
nected with lines. And there are several of them. 

Why do you suppose God was so eager for the people to keep con- 
stantly before their minds and hearts this great day of deliverance 
from the Egyptian bondage? What effect should the memory of it 
have upon their lives? ‘Think fully into this. To give you light on 
this point read and ponder: Exodus 20:2; Deuteronomy 5:6; 6:12; 
Joshua 24:16, 17; Judges 6:8-ro. 

1. Should not the memory of that glorious deliverance from bondage be a 
compelling motive to a life of faithfulness to Jehovah? What gratitude it 


should call forth from their hearts! How could they forsake the God who had 
dealt so graciously with them? 


2. Read 13:2, 11-15. Not only should the memory of their redemption be 
a motive to faithfulness, but also to the consecration of life and of property. 
On the ground of His redemption God claimed as His own the first-born of 
their, sons and their animals —the first-born as representative of the whole 
family and all the animals. Think more fully into that. 


"In Remembrance of Me" 


Read Luke 22:13-20. How eager Jesus is that we keep constantly 
before our minds and hearts His death upon the cross, by which we 
have been redeemed from the bondage of sin and Satan! What an 
influence the memory of the Cross should have upon our lives! Pon- 
der long over that. 

Think of it in the light of I Peter 1:15-19 — the Cross the com- 
pelling motive to a holy life. 

Think of it in the light of II Corinthians 5:14-15 — the Cross the 
compelling motive to an unselfish life. 

Think of it again in the light of Romans 12:1 — the Cross as the 
compelling motive to a sacrificial life. 

May the Spirit of God make these possibilities glorious realities in 
our lives through the sanctifying power of the Cross. 
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Tee Lesson Vil TT 
CROSSING THE RED SEA—CHAPTERS 13:17—15:21 


BEFORE we begin the new assignment there is a point in the last 
lesson that may have caused you some perplexity. It is found in 11:2 
and 12:35, about the Children of Israel borrowing jewels of silver 
and jewels of gold from the Egyptians. The Revised Version cor- 
rectly renders the Hebrew words, “ask” instead of “borrow.” The 
same Hebrew word is found in I Kings 3:11, and is there translated 
“ask.” That should clear up the difficulty. The jewels were given as 
an out-and-out gift with no thought of their ever being returned. And 
surely the Egyptians owed that much to the Children of Israel. 


Imaginative Study 


The lesson this time covers 13:17—15:21, and a most thrilling les- 
son it is, too. The first thing to do, of course, is to master the factual 
contents. You cannot move a peg in interpretation until you have 
all the facts before you. In your first study confine your reading to 
13:17—14:31. That is just a little more than one chapter, and being 
short, should enable you to go over it again and again. Keep on with 
this preliminary study until you can think right through the whole 
situation from the time the people left Egypt until they were safe on 
the other side of the Red Sea. This is a fine place to use your re- 
ligious imagination. ‘This scene from Israel’s history has been pre- 
sented in moving pictures. When you have mastered the facts close 
your eyes and see them pass before your mind’s eye. Get so fully into 
the atmosphere of the narrative that you can tell the story of it to a 
small child in such a way that he can see the whole thing. 


Preliminary Facts 


1. God led them by the long route into Canaan. One reason for this is 
given in 13:17-18. Can you think of another? 

2. From 13:19 we see that the journey from Egypt was really a funeral pro- 
cession, and bears strong testimony to the faith of Joseph. See the closing verses 
of Genesis for Joseph’s command concerning his bones, and the closing verses 
of Joshua for the final burying of this great benefactor. 

3. Read 13:21-22 again. What was it that went before the people? Do 
you answer, “the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night”? Look 
again. “And Jehovah went before them.” ‘The pillars of cloud and of fire were 
merely the abiding places of Jehovah, who in Person went at the head of the 
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line of march. What a vast difference that makes! Look at 14:24 for the sig- 
nificance of this. Look up all the marginal references to 13:21. r 


“He leadeth me: O blessed thought! 4 
O words with heavenly comfort fraught!” 


God's Purpose at the Red Sea 


1. We come now to the main incident in the lesson, namely, the crossing of 
the Red Sea. And the first question to ask is, “What was God’s purpose in 
this great episode?” ‘That you may be sure that Jehovah had some real purpose 
in this episode consider these two facts: 

a) It was He who led the people into the trap at the Red Sea. Read 14:1-2, 
and then look those points up on your map in the back of your Bible. What a 
trap that was! The sea was at their left hand, the impassable desert sands at 
their right, and in front of them the mountain cliffs. And it was God who led 
them there! He had so commanded Moses and had gone before in the pillar 
of cloud. 

b) It was God who sent Pharaoh and his chariots in hot pursuit. Read verse 
3 and the first part of verse 4. 

2. What, then, was God’s purpose in this remarkable episode? You have al- 
ready discovered it and linked it up with the plagues, I’m sure. Look at the 
last clause of verse 4 and verse 18. “The Egyptians shall know that I am 
Jehovah.” Go back to Pharaoh’s question in 5:2, “Who is Jehovah?”, and come 
on down through the record of the plagues reading 7:5, 17; 8:10, 22; 9:14, 
16, 29; 10:2. So you see, the experience at the Red Sea was the culmination 
of the answers Jehovah had given to Pharaoh’s question; and by these answers 
He proved that He, Jehovah, was the supreme, the sovereign God of the 


universe. 


Effect Upon Israel 


Have you really pictured the scene in verses 10-12? If you haven't, 
then try right now to see and hear the riot. What a commotion! 
What a bedlam! Do you think the people were justified in such’ 
action? Put yourself in the place of one of them. The sea to the left 
of you, the impassable desert to the right of you, the high cliffs in 
front of you, and behind you the mighty forces of Pharaoh in hot 
pursuit. Do you blame them for crying out as they did? And yet, 
was not Jehovah’s presence manifested in the pillar of cloud? And 
what had they only recently seen of Jehovah’s power in Egypt? You 
must think of this unbelief in the light of what they had come to 
know of God. 

In contrast to the fear and unbelief of the people, consider how. 
Moses faced this alarming situation. Do you see now the influence 
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upon him of the forty years in the wilderness, and the manifestation 
a of Jehovah to him at the time of his call, and during the more recent 
a - experiences? 


Jehovah's Deliverance 


_ We saw above that the purpose of this deliverance was to reveal to 
Pharaoh and to Israel the sovereign power of Jehovah. What is there 
now in the record that reveals that? Begin with verse 15, read on 
through the chapter, and write down in your notebook each step in 
Jehovah’s deliverance of His people from the Egyptians. Perhaps you 
have already done this in your previous study. If not, it should 
take you but a few minutes to locate these steps. 

Now let’s compare our results. But be sure you have some results 
to compare before you follow this! 


1. Jehovah in the pillar of cloud stood all night between the camp of Israel 
and the camp of the Egyptians. Verses 19-20. 
2. Jehovah caused the east wind to dry up a path through the sea. Verses 
21-22. 
.3. He discomfited the Egyptians by taking off the wheels of their chariots. 
Verses 24-25. 
4. He brought back the sea. Verses 26-27. 
5. He overthrew the Egyptians as they attempted to escape from the te- 
; turning waters. Verse 27. 


Was this deliverance all of God? 


Effect of Miracle 


1. What was the effect upon the Egyptians of this great deliverance? Did 
it prove to them that Jehovah was the sovereign God? Look at verse 25. 

2. What was the effect upon the Children of Israel? Note carefully verse 
31. “And they believed in Jehovah.” Try to contrast the feelings of the people 


'* on the morning after this deliverance with their feelings the afternoon before. 


Summary 


1. Go back once more to Pharaoh’s arrogant question and refusal in 5:2. 
“ See him there on his throne, surrounded by evidences of his mighty power, 
throw those boastful words into Moses’ teeth. Read them over once more. 
Come now to the closing scene of chapter 14. Israel is out of Egypt and safe 
on the other side of the Red Sea. The mighty power of Pharaoh lies dead upon 
7 the shores and at the bottom of the sea. Jehovah had proven Himself sover- 
eign over the arrogant power of Pharaoh, and sovereign over all the gods of 
Egypt. And that was His expressed purpose in all the plagues and in the over- 
throw at the Red Sea. 
[331] * 


2. To appreciate more fully the effect upon Israel of these marvelous mani- 
festations of Jehovah’s power, read again and again the song which Moses and 
the people sang unto Jehovah (15:1-21). That is the climax of this section, 
and shows that God’s purpose up to this point had been successful. 


3. Note especially the personal pronouns in verse 2. “Jehovah is my strength 
and song, And he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will praise 
him.” This revelation of God was meant for you just as truly as it was for 
Israel. Can you not appropriate it and make it yours, in the language of this 
verse? 


UU ELE baie, sue Lesson VIII TOE ee 
THE HARDENING OF PHARAOH'S HEART 


Tuts present lesson will be given largely to the question of the hard- 
ening of Pharaoh’s heart. You no doubt have been perplexed about 
it. The record states again and again that Jehovah hardened Pha- 
raoh’s heart. And you naturally ask, “If God hardened Pharaoh’s 
heart, how could He then justly punish him for the hardness of his 
heart?” It is altogether a question of God’s justice. 

That you may see that I am not trying to escape any responsibility 
in this matter let me present God’s part in the hardening of Pharaoh’s 
heart just as strongly as I think the record itself puts it. 


God's Part 


1. God expressly stated again and again that He would harden Pharaoh’s 
heart. See 4:21; 7:3; 14:4. 

CI shall certainly count on your reading all the references presented in this 
lesson. ) 

2. It is stated several times that God did harden Pharaoh’s heart. See 9:12; 
HOw ZO, 27 shor TA sc. 

3. It was necessary for God’s purpose that Pharaoh’s heart should be hard- 
ened. See 9:16; Romans 9:17. 


Pharaoh's Part 


While the record emphasizes very strongly Jehovah’s part in the 
hardening of Pharaoh’s heart, it also points out Pharaoh’s part in the 
hardening of his own heart. Let’s consider that here: 

1. Seven times the record says that Pharaoh’s heart was hard, or that he 
hardened his heart, before it is mentioned that God hardened it. 7:13, 14, 22; 


8:15, 19, 32; 9:7. See also 9:34, 35, which follow. This is a very significant 
fact. 
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2. God used every outward means to cause Pharaoh to yield. Consider care- 
fully these facts: 

a) He made the demand as light as possible. 3:18; 5:1-3. All that God 
commanded Pharaoh was that he let Israel go a three-day journey into the wil- 
derness. In view of the years of unceasing toil, how reasonable was the demand 
for a three-day vacation! Had Pharaoh yielded, God would have changed His 
method. 

b) Before He sent a single plague, God gave Pharaoh sufficient evidence 
that He was Jehovah and therefore had a right to demand obedience. 7:8-13. 

c) God gave Pharaoh full warning before sending the plagues. Only three 
came unannounced. He even warned him of the death of the first-born. Had 
Pharaoh heeded these warnings, and acceded to Jehovah’s demand, then he 
and his people would have escaped. 

d) God sent the judgments to cause Pharaoh to yield in order that he might 
escape heavier judgments for persistent disobedience. God’s judgments in this 
world are sent in mercy. 

e) He showed mercy upon Pharaoh again and again by removing the 
plagues at Pharaoh’s earnest solicitation. If judgments failed to soften his heart 
certainly mercy should have softened it. What more could Jehovah have done 
to cause Pharaoh to yield? Pharaoh sinned against great light and against 
abundant mercy. 


Pharaoh's Responsibility 


3. Pharaoh knew that he was fighting against Jehovah in refusing to let 
Israel go. There are several facts that make that very clear: 

a) Four times he asked Moses to entreat Jehovah for him. 8:8; 8:28; 9:28; 
10:17. That was a clear acknowledgment of Jehovah as the sovereign God. 
Why then did he not yield to Jehovah’s rightful demands? 

b) The magicians told him that it was the finger of God. 8:19. ‘They were 
looked upon as the highest authority on these things in the land. 

c) His own servants begged Pharaoh to let Israel go. This shows that they 
recognized the hand of a sovereign God in all the plagues. 10:7. 

d) Twice Pharaoh acknowledged his own responsibility in the matter, say- 
ing, “I have sinned.” 9:27; 10:16-17. Study these passages very carefully, for 
they prove beyond a doubt Pharaoh’s full responsibility in the whole matter. 
Whatever anyone else might do, Pharaoh did not accuse God of any injustice 
in this matter. “I have sinned this time: Jehovah is righteous, and I and my 
people are wicked.” Surely he was in a position to know the facts in the case, 
especially the state of his own rebellious heart. This then should be final 
proof of God’s justice in the matter. 


How God Hardened Pharaoh's Heart 


Certainly the above facts fully vindicate God of any injustice in 
the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart, and that’s the important thing. 
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But the record clearly says that Jehovah hardened Pharaoh’s heart. In 
what way, then, did He harden his heart? Not in any way by which 
Pharaoh would be relieved of full responsibility in the sin, for, know- 
ing the facts in the case, he accepted that. There are two ways in 
which it can be said that Jehovah hardened Pharaoh’s heart: 


1. He was the author of the law that truth resisted hardens the heart. At 
first Pharaoh hardened his own heart by resisting God’s just demands, and 
then God’s irresistible law came into play. You are perfectly familiar with that 
law as applied to conscience. “Every time the voice of conscience is obeyed it 
becomes clearer and more distinct next time. Every time it is disobeyed it be- 
comes duller and lower next time and the heart grows harder.” It was God 
who implanted that law in the nature of every man, so when that law brings 
about the hardening of one’s heart it may be said that God caused the harden- 
ing. But the man is fully responsible for the hardening, for it was he who by 
his persistent rebellion put the law into operation. Suppose a man plants his 
field with the seed of thistles. The thistles come up and spoil the field. Who 
caused the thistles to grow in the field? God did. He put the germ of life in 
the seed. He gave air and moisture and sunshine to it. But can the farmer 
blame God for having thistles in his field? Pharaoh had been hardening his 
own heart through long years of cruel bondage which he imposed upon the 
people, so when God first sent the messenger to him his heart was steeled 
against the voice of conscience. 


2. Then God instrumentally hardened Pharaoh’s heart. ‘That is, He fur- 
nished the occasion for Pharaoh to harden his own heart. God did two things 
to Pharaoh which reacted in the hardening of his heart. 


a) He commanded Pharaoh to let Israel go. That command from God 
brought forth stubborn resistance on Pharaoh’s part, and it was the persistent 
resistance that hardened his heart. 


b) He sent the judgments. This but added fuel to the flame, and steeled 
Pharaoh’s heart all the more against God. 


If God had not given the command nor sent the judgments Pha- 
raoh’s heart would not have become hardened. 


“If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had 
sin...” “If I had not done among them the works which none other 
did, they had not had sin .. .” According to those verses the occasion 
of the Jews’ sin in Jesus’ day was His teaching and His miracles. But 
was Jesus responsible for their sin? What says the record? “But now 
they have no excuse for their sin.” See John 15:22, 24. 

The sin of Pharaoh was an exact parallel to this. For the occasion 
of the hardening of his heart was furnished by God in the giving of 
the command, and in backing it up with “works which none other 
did.” Therefore Pharaoh had no excuse for his sin, but he had every 
evidence that the command came from Jehovah the sovereign God. 
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And would not God have been unjust had He given the command 
to let Israel go, and then failed to send the judgment when the com- 
mand was not obeyed? 

Perhaps a thoughtful reader will ask, “Why did not Moses put it 
this way, instead of telling us with brutal frankness that God hard- 
ened Pharaoh’s heart?” I do not know. Unless it is the way the He- 
brews had of tracing things back to God, the first cause. I do not 
believe that Moses or the people of his day felt any difficulty in the 
matter whatever. 


"For Our Admonition" 


Remember that this was “written for our admonition upon whom 
the ends of the ages are come.” (I Cor. 10:11.) And what admonition 
shall we take from it? The terrible danger of failing to conform our 
lives to the light God has given us in His Word. The irresistible 
judgment upon any act of disobedience is this fearful process of 
hardening the heart, which finally brings the man to the point where 
he cannot yield his heart to God. Let Matthew 7:24-27 be the final 
commentary upon this lesson. Either your Bible study will prove an 
inexpressible blessing to you, through the yielding of your heart to 
the truth God reveals; or it will prove a curse by adding to your judg- 
ment for refusing to obey its truth. 


VT Lesson IX UUs 


THE WILDERNESS EXPERIENCES—CHAPTERS 
15:22-17:16 


Here is a good place to pause for review. We saw that chapter 24 
was the key chapter of Exodus, because in that chapter God’s Cove- 
nant with the nation was signed and sealed; that chapters 1-23 were 
in preparation for the Covenant. What part now have chapters 1-15 
had in this work of preparation? 

CuapTer 1. Here the people were made willing to leave Egypt, 
so as to enter this Covenant relation with God. 


Cuapters 2-4. Here the leader was prepared to lead the people 
out of Egypt and into this Covenant relation with God. ‘What were 
the three stages in Moses’ preparation, and what did he learn in each 
stage? 
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Cuapters 5-15. This section is given over almost exclusively to the 
revelation of Jehovah as the Sovereign God. Before the people were 
ready to enter into a solemn Covenant with God they must believe 
in Him — believe that He was able to do what He promised to do, 
believe that He was the one only and true God. And the source 
of this faith was knowledge given them through the marvelous mani- 
festation of Jehovah in and through the plagues. The climax of this 
section is 14:31, where it is said that the people “believed in Jehovah”; 
and in 15:1-21, which is a remarkable expression of that faith in 
song. This brings us to 15:22. 


Purpose of 15:22—17:16 


The next unit of study begins with 15:22 and goes through chapter 
17. The first thing to do is to discover the part it has in preparing 
the people for the Covenant in chapter 24. And the only way I 
know of finding that out is by reading it over to see what is there, 
and then asking yourself what bearing the facts have upon the peo- 
ple’s preparation for the Covenant. ‘The mastery of the material al- 
ways comes first! You have heard that before, haven’t you? Well, I 
wouldn’t be surprised if you hear it again one of these days! But I 
am sure you do not mind, for the most interesting part to you of all 
these studies is the time you spend reading and working over the 


Bible text for yourself. 
(Hard Firsthand Study.) 


Have you so mastered the facts that you can think through the 
section step by step without the aid of your Bible? Have these facts 
revealed to you the purpose of the section? I believe you can answer 
yes to at least the first question. 


Why the Wilderness? 


One of the most prominent facts in these chapters is the promi- 
nence of the wilderness. I am sure you noted that. If you haven’t 
already done so, let me suggest that you go through the section and 
underscore “wilderness” every time you find it. In my Bible it is 
underscored in red. Why is the prominence of the wilderness such 
a significant fact? ‘Think over that for a moment. 

A journey through the wilderness! What was in the wilderness? 
Nothing! A barren, waste, burning wilderness. Where would they 
get their water? Where would they get their food? What would 
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protect them from enemies that might attack them? Were they going 
through on Pullman trains with dining cars attached? Were there 
supply stations along the way where they might replenish their com- 
missary department? The supply of water and of food which they 
took with them from Egypt would soon be exhausted. Where then 
could they get fresh supplies? Certainly not in the wilderness, for 
there were none there to be had. Where then should they look for 
these things? To God. 


The Source of Supply 


And that’s the reason God led them through the wilderness: so 
they would be forced to look to Him for the supply of all their needs. 
He brought them to their own extremity in the hope that they would 
look to Him as their Provider and Protector. Look at the expression 
in 15:25, “and there he proved them”; and in 16:4, “that I may prove 
them.” 

God led them through the wilderness because it was the best pos- 
sible place to test their faith, to put their faith to work, to make them 
use their faith. He followed the principle that faith grows stronger 
through exercise. 14:31 and chapter 15 testified to the faith that had 
come to them through the marvelous revelations of God’s character 
in chapters 5-14. So God took that faith, small though it might be, 
and put it to work, that through continued exercise it might grow 
stronger. And in that way He was seeking to prepare them for the 
Covenant in chapter 24. 

If you studied Genesis you remember that the two methods God 
used in chapters 12-16 to prepare Abram for the Covenant in chapter 
17 was by revealing Himself to him, and then by the five tests of 
faith. In Exodus God dealt with the whole nation in exactly the 
same way. To develop their faith in preparation for the Covenant, 
He first revealed Himself to them through the plagues, that their 
faith might have a firm foundation to rest on; and then He took the 
faith that had come as a result of their revelation and exercised it. 
The wilderness was the gymnasium in which Israel's spiritual muscle 
might grow strong. 


Exercise of Israel's Faith 


Go through 15:22—17:16 and mark out the several tests of Israel’s 
faith that you find. I think you will discover four. Then come back 
and take up each one in turn and study it under these three heads: 
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1st, what was involved in the test; 2nd, the response of the people to 
the test; 3rd, Jehovah’s provision for their need. 


The Test at Marah 


1. What was involved in the test? Picture the suffering of the people and 
little children from thirst in the burning wilderness. Water found at Marah, 
bitter. Where now should they look for water? 


2. People’s Response. Instead of looking to God they murmured against 
Moses, God’s representative. And yet can you blame them? Did God condemn 
them? 


3. God’s Provision. He miraculously made sweet the bitter waters, thus 
giving the people an abundance of water. There was evidently a real spiritual 
significance in this particular case, for it showed at the very beginning of their 
journey that God would be able to sweeten any bitter experiences through 
which they would be called to pass. 


With this as a sample take up each of the other three tests and 
work it out for yourself. Give a good deal of time to the 16th chap- 
ter, noting how the method of God’s provision emphasized God’s 
purpose in training the people to look to Him for everything, and 
also how it was to teach them to observe the Sabbath. 

When you come to the test of the war with Amalek note the 
change in God’s method of providing for their needs. What part did 
they have there? Why the difference? 


Summary 


When you have finished all four of the tests try to summarize them 
under these three heads: 


1. The character of Israel as revealed in the tests. 
2. The character of Moses. 
3. The character of Jehovah. 


Think of all three of these in view of the Covenant in chapter 24. 
Be careful in pronouncing too severe judgments upon Israel. You 
cannot judge them as'you would the Christian today. 


Moses and Jethro 


Chapter 18 is more or less of a parenthesis in the general move- 
ment of the book, for it has no direct bearing upon the preparation ot 
the people for the Covenant in chapter 24. It sets before us the effect 
of God's dealings with His people Israel upon the nations around 
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about them, and shows that God’s purpose in the plagues had really 
been accomplished (verses 10-12). It also gives a vivid picture of 
the great burden that rested upon Moses’ heart and shoulders. “How 
one’s sympathy goes forth to that brave, true heart, bearing all so 
bravely, sacrificing himself utterly for God and his people!” 


Application 
As you look back over the experiences of Israel presented in these 
chapters two great principles stand out: 


1. That we are absolutely helpless without God. Think through the ma- 
‘onda that principle. Apply it to yourself today. “Without me ye can 


don 

2. We may trust God for everything. Enumerate again all that God did for 
the people in these chapters. Apply the principle to your own everyday life. 
“My God shall supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:19.) Read over the verses of the hymn, “God Will 
Take Care of You.” 


SVE Lesson X AV 


THE BOOK OF THE COVENANT—CHAPTERS 
19:9 23-33 


Cuaprters 19-24 form the real Covenant section of Exodus. Here is 
the way it is divided: 

19:1-8, Covenant Proposed. 

19:9—23:33, The Book of the Covenant. 

24:1-8, The Covenant Sealed. 


To see the relation of the book of the Covenant to the Covenant 
read 24:4 and 7. The laws contained in chapters 20-23 were called 
the book of the Covenant, and were the real basis of the Covenant. 

We shall study 19:1-8 in connection with 24:1-8, so that the basis 
of this lesson will be the book of the Covenant, 19:9—23:33. The 
giving of the laws begins with chapter 20, but the scene pictured in 
19:9-25 has a very important bearing upon the laws in chapters 20-23, 
and must be studied from that point of view. 


Mount Sinai 
Read 19:1-8 to get the connection. Then make a most careful 
study of 19:9-25. Go over that again and again. Get the scene in- 
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delibly impressed on your mind. Have the facts so clearly before you 
that you can close your eyes and see Mount Sinai, and hear the 
rumblings. Take time for this. 

If you have done this, then turn to Deuteronomy 5:22-27 for an- 
other picture of the same scene. And then read Hebrews 12:18-20 
for still a third picture. This fact in itself indicates what a deep im- 
pression the scene at Mount Sinai made upon the people, and also 
emphasizes its importance in the history of the nation. 


God's Purpose 


Now that you have visualized that scene, what was it all about? 
What was God trying to teach the people through that terribly 
graphic scene? You have evidently been asking yourself the same 
question. Did you find a satisfactory answer? 

Let’s come to it this way. Where was Jehovah in that scene? What 
were His surroundings, or accompaniments? Where were the people? 
Why this vast distance between Jehovah and the people? Do those 
questions throw any light upon the purpose of this scene? 

God on the top of the mount amidst the thunder, and the light- 
ning, and the fire, and the smoke, and the earthquake, and the voice 
of the trumpet; while the people were crouching in fear and trem- 
bling at the foot of the mountain, daring not to touch even the base 
of the mountain. What’s the meaning of that? God’s unapproach- 
able, unutterable holiness; man’s exceeding sinfulness. The reason 
the people could not come nigh to God was because He was HOLY 
and they were SINFUL. In what more impressive way could God 
have revealed the fact of His holiness to the people? 

Read the chapter over again in the light of this explanation, and 
make note of every detail that reveals the purpose. 


1. The people must sanctify themselves for three days and wash their gar- 
ments before God would even descend upon the top of the mount. 


2. While God was on the mountain the people were not permitted to even 
touch the base of the mount, upon pain of death. 


3. God, unapproachable behind the thunder and lightning, and fire and 
smoke, and earthquake. 


4. Moses sent down to warn the people not to break through the bounds 
set round about the mountain. 


For similar experiences, but on a smaller scale, see Exodus 3:5; 
Joshua 5:15; Isaiah 6: 1-5. 
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God's Holiness 


In chapters 1-15, we got a vision of God’s sovereign power, in chap- 
ters 16-18 we saw His care and His love; but here in chapter 19 His 
HOLINESS, in all of its terrifying effect, is most graphically por- 
trayed. What now is the relation of God’s holiness to the book of 
the Covenant, to which it is an introduction? That's an important 
matter to settle. There are two ways to approach that: 


1. The holiness of God is the foundation of the law. The law is but an 
expression, a transcript of God’s holy character, just as the impression in the 
soft wax is the transcript of the seal. This being true, the holiness of God 
makes His holy law absolutely necessary. Without the holiness of God there 
would have been no holy law. 

2. The purpose of the law, ideally conceived, was to make the people holy. 
If they had perfectly obeyed the law they would have been a holy people. And 
the reason they should be holy was because God is holy. Take this familiar 
verse from Leviticus 19:2, “Ye shall be holy [chapters 20-23]; for I Jehovah 
your God am holy [chapter 19].” The people must be conformed to God’s holy 
character in order to live in Covenant relations with Him, and to do that they 
must first have a vision of that holiness. How necessary that was for Israel, 
who had been living in the midst of a people whose gods and whose religion 
were anything but holy. 


Book of the Covenant 


Will you please read chapters 20-23 and pause over any law or 
ordinance that especially interests you. We are not going into a de- 
tailed study of these chapters, but we do want you to get a general 
impression of the section as a whole. 

Here is a brief outline of the section: 


I. The Greater Law. — The Ten Commandments, chapter 20. 


Il. The Lesser Law. — The Ordinances, chapters 21-23. 
1. The Rights of Persons — 21:1-32. 
2. The Rights of Property — 21:33 — 22:15. 
3. Miscellaneous — 22:16 — 23:33. 


The Ten Commandments 
Look first at the preface in 20:2. There are two parts to it, “I am 


Jehovah thy God;” “who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out 
of the house of bondage.” What bearing has the first clause upon the 
commandments? “I am Jehovah” — the sovereign God as revealed 
in chapters 5-15, and therefore with the authority to demand obedi- 
ence. “Who brought thee out of the land of Egypt” — the merciful 
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and gracious God. This gives gratitude as a second motive to obe- 
dience. 

The following outline of the decalogue is taken from Dr. W. W. 
Moore’s “Supplementary Notes on Exodus.” 


1. The First Commandment. This prescribes the object of worship, Jehovah 
alone. Think of this in the light of chapters 1-15. See 15:11; 18:11. 


2. The Second Commandment. This prescribes the mode of worship. Je- 
hovah is a spiritual God. The worship of images would naturally lead to the 
worship of other gods. 


3. The Third Commandment prescribes the spirit of worship, namely 
reverence. 


4. The Fourth Commandment prescribes the spécial time of worship. This 
commandment was necessary in order to make possible the observance of the 
first three. 


5. The Fifth Commandment prescribes obedience to God’s representatives 
on earth. The children were taught to reverence and honor God through obe- 
dience to their parents. This view puts the fifth commandment with the first 
table of the law, our duty to God. 


6. The Second Table of the Law. These forbid injury to our neighbor: 

a) In deed, 6th commandment, injury to his life; 7th to his honour; 8th, to 
his property. 

b) In word, 9th commandment. 

c) In thought, roth commandment. 


For a fuller exposition of these commandments see the Shorter 
Catechism. 


Nature of the Commandments 


The question has often been asked whether the Ten Command- 
ments were universal in their application, or applied only to the Chil- 
dren of Israel; and whether they were permanent in their binding 
power, or were abrogated by Christ. It is perfectly true that many 
of the laws of the Hebrews were local and temporary in their appli- 
cation. But such laws were the ceremonial laws, and were binding 
only until they were fulfilled in Christ. However, the principles 
underneath these ceremonial laws are binding today. 

Here are several reasons that prove the Ten Commandments to be 
both permanent and universal in their application: 


1. They are all moral laws, and not merely positive commands. The duties 


they prescribe and the evils they prohibit are right and wrong respectively in 
themselves. 


art 


2. They were spoken by the voice of God Himself. See Deuteronomy 5:4, 
24-27; Deuteronomy 4:33. 

3. They were spoken amid circumstances of magnificence and terror. 

4. They were written with the finger of God. Exodus 24:12. 

5. They were written on tables of stone. Exodus 31:18. 


Summary 
“Ye shall be holy; for I Jehovah your God am holy.” That verse 


not only divides our lesson today into its two principle divisions, but 
it also presents in brief the message of the lesson. Think fully into 
that as the foundation fact of all Covenant relation with God. Think 
of that as the purpose of redemption from man’s point of view. See 
Ephesians 1:4; Romans 8:29. What efforts are you making today to 
realize that great end? To what extent are you co-operating with 


God in His efforts to make you holy? 


TTT eee Lesson Xl TU eee 


THE COVENANT SEALED—CHAPTER 24 


From the first chapter of Exodus we have been working up to the 
Covenant between God and the people which was signed and sealed 
in chapter 24. Before taking up the study of this Covenant will you 
please go back and review what part each section had in preparing 
the people for the Covenant. Here are the sections: chapter 1; chap- 
ters 2-4; 5:1—15:21; 15:22—17:16; (chapter 18); chapters 19-23. This 
should take you only a few minutes, but it is very important as a 
background for chapter 2.4. 

We have been talking right much about the Covenant; what is a 
covenant anyhow? It is an agreement or contract between two parties 
in which each party promises very definite things. In this case God 
was the party of the first part, and the nation Israel was the party of 
the second part. The way to study this Covenant is to see what each 
of the two parties promised, and then consider how the Covenant 
was signed and sealed. 


God's Part in the Covenant 


God’s part in the Covenant is presented in 19:1-6 where He first 
proposed the Covenant to the people. Come then to a study of these 
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verses. Verses 1-4 are preparatory. The provisions of the Covenant 
are found in verses 5-6. There are three. We shall take them up one 


by one. 


1. “Mine own possession from among all peoples.” Pause on the first word. 
Get its rich meaning. Then take up the second word and consider how greatly 
that adds to the force of the first one. Now dwell on the third word in connec- 
tion with the first two. What a pregnant expression that is! Add to these three 
words the last four, “Mine own possession from among all peoples.” ‘To choose 
Israel from among all the other nations of the earth to be His own peculiar 
people. Read Deuteronomy 7:6-8; 14:2. Come back to the expression “Mine 
own possession.” The closeness of that relation is the closeness of husband to 
wife. In fact, that is the figure the prophets frequently used to express the re- 
lation of God to His people. He was the Husband, and they the wife. That 
is the reason they speak of Israel as “playing the harlot” when the nation for- 
sook Jehovah for other gods. She was the unfaithful wife. So here in the 
Covenant God married Israel, if you please, took her to Him as His wife. 

2. “Kingdom of priests.” What is the significance of that expression? A 
priest is a mediator between God and man; one who receives from God the 
blessings and passes them on to man; a channel of blessing from God to man. 
So Israel was to be a channel of blessing from God to all other nations of the 
world. Think how true this has been. All of the spiritual blessings which we 
enjoy have come to us through Israel — our knowledge of God, our Bible, our 
Saviour, our wonderful salvation. Go more fully into this yourself. 

3. “A holy nation.” The purpose of all God’s dealings with Israel was to 
make her a holy nation, that being holy she might fulfill in the largest possible 


way her mission of being a kingdom of priests. 


Of the three things promised, the most significant was the second. 
For God made Israel His own possession, and sought to make her a 
holy nation in order that she might be a blessing to all the nations 
of the earth. 


Abrahamic Covenant 


In case you have studied Genesis let me ask you this question: 
How did God’s part of the Covenant with the nation Israel compare 
with His part of the Covenant with Abraham? The significant pro- 
vision in the Abrahamic Covenant was this, “In thy seed shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed.” ‘The provisions concerning the 
numerous seed and the land of Canaan were but in order to the ful- 
fillment of the universal blessing through the seed of Abraham. So 
we see that the Covenant with the nation Israel was really the same 
in substance as the Abrahamic Covenant; each was to bring a bless- 
ing to all nations through the descendants of Abraham. 
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Israel's Part in the Covenant 


Look at the opening of 19:5, “Now therefore, if ye will obey my 
voice indeed, and keep my covenant,” then follows God’s provisions 
of the Covenant. According to this, then, Israel’s part of the Covenant 
was obedience to God’s commands. Look at the response of the 
people to this in 19:7-8. 

Now come to 24:1-8 where the Covenant was formally entered 
into. Read verse 3. That was an oral recitation to the people of the 
laws and ordinances given by God on Mt. Sinai, and recorded in 
chapters 20-23. Read verse 4a. There Moses wrote in a book for 
permanent keeping all these laws. Now read carefully verse 7. ‘The 
book of the Covenant was composed of these laws recorded in chap- 
ters 20-23. And to these laws the people solemnly promised obedience. 
So you see that Israel’s part of the Covenant was obedience to the 
laws of God. If you turn back to Genesis 17:9 you will see that Abra- 
ham’s part of the Covenant was obedience to God, though God did 
not give Abraham a code of laws to obey, as He did to the nation 
Israel. And according to Paul ‘in Galatians 3:17 that was a very sig- 
nificant fact. 


Sealing of the Covenant 


Read 24:48 for the steps in the sealing of the Covenant. There 
seems to be some little doubt as to the exact order but these are the 
steps: 

1. The offering of sacrifices upon the altar. 

2. Catching the blood in two basins. 

3. The people promise obedience to book of the Covenant. 

4. The sprinkling of the blood. 


Let us look at the significance of these different steps. For the 
meaning of the sacrifice see Hebrews 9:22, “apart from the shedding 
of blood there is no remission.” The shedding of blood always signi- 
fies the putting away of sin. Think of this in the light of God’s prom- 
ise to bring Israel into the most intimate relation with Himself. Chap- 
ter 19 revealed God as a God of unapproachable holiness, and Israel 
as a sinful people. So if Israel was to come into intimate fellowship 
with God her sins must be atoned for. For God is of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity. The catching of the blood in the basins was in 
order to the sprinkling of blood, and has no significance in itself. 

How about the people promising obedience to the book of the 
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Covenant? The purpose of their obedience was to make them holy 
as God is holy. God had promised to make Israel a holy nation, that 
being holy she might live in fellowship with Him, a holy God. Re- 
member chapter 19 where God was separated from the people because 
of their sin. The first step in the attainment of holiness is the putting 
away of sin. The second step is obedience to God’s laws. 

Now for the final step, the sprinkling of blood. 

God used the same method of sealing His Covenant with Israel as 
was used by individuals of that day. For when one man entered into 
a solemn covenant with another it was sealed by the interchange of 
blood through the cut veins in the wrists of the men, an operation 
very similar to that of blood transfusion today. H. C. Trumbull, in 
his book entitled “The Blood Covenant,” says, “A covenant of blood, 
a covenant made by the inter-commingling of blood, has been recog- 
nized as the closest, the holiest, and the most indissoluble compact 
conceivable.” 

Of course the custom could not be actually followed out in the 
Covenant between God and Israel, but the principle was followed. 
The blood of the sacrifice was caught in two basins. One basin rep- 
resented Jehovah’s blood, and that was sprinkled upon the people. 
The other basin represented the people’s blood, and that was sprinkled 
upon the altar which represented God’s presence. And thus the 
Covenant was sealed. 


Sprinkling the Blood 


What was the spiritual significance of this intercommingling of 
God’s and Israel’s blood? The blood stands for life. “The life of the 
flesh is in the blood.” (Lev. 17:11.) When a strong man gives of his 
blood by transfusion to an ill patient he gives him of his very life. So 
when the blood of God was sprinkled upon the people it symbolized 
their becoming partakers of God’s life, God’s Spirit, God’s nature. 

What bearing did this have upon the people promising obedience? 
Obedience to God’s laws is possible only to.a people who have be- 
come partakers of God’s Spirit. ‘To see the attitude of the natural 
man to God’s law read and ponder Romans 8:7. 


Fulfillment in Christ 


How wonderfully all this was fulfilled in Christ! We can only 
indicate the steps, and hope that you will work carefully through the 
references. 
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1. Jesus is the Mediator of a New Covenant. Hebrews 8:6-9. 

2. This Covenant was sealed with His own blood! Matthew 26:28; He- 
brews 9:19-20; 12:24. 

3. The Christian drinks the cup representing the blood of Christ. Matthew 
26:27-28. 

4. In the New Covenant the people do actually (not symbolically) become 
partakers of the divine life. II Peter 1:4; John 1:12; 3:36; I Corinthians 6:19; 
Galatians 2:20. 


Result of the Covenant 


At the close of 24:8, the Covenant was in full force because it had 
been signed and sealed with blood. What is the first word of verse 9? 
“Then.” When? Why, when the Covenant was sealed. “Then went 
up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders 
of Israel.” Read on through verse 11. They went up into Mount 
Sinai; they saw the manifestation of God; they received no injury; 
they sat down and ate with God. Is that what those verses say? 

All right. Turn back to chapter 19, and read verses 12, 13, 21-25. 

What a contrast! Then, Moses and Aaron alone were permitted to 
go up into the mount. Had any of the people, or even one of the 
priests, touched the foot of the mountain he would have been smitten 
dead. But now, the priests and the seventy elders (the representatives 
of all the people) go up with Moses and Aaron into the mountain 
and sit down in fellowship with God at a friendly meal. 

Why this contrast? Because the Covenant had been sealed. And 
in the sealing of the Covenant their sins were put away by the shed- 
ding of blood; the people had symbolically become partakers of God's 
life; and they had solemnly promised to conform their lives to His 
by keeping the law. It was sin that had separated them from God 
back in chapter 19; but now that they had entered into this Cove- 
nant relation with God, the sin had been put away, and they have 
taken the first step in becoming conformed to God’s character. “Who 
shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his 
holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart.” 


CET Lesson Xl TUCO eee 
THE GOLDEN CALF—CHAPTERS 32-34 


Tue assignment for this lesson is chapters 32-34, a most remarkable 
section. It will interest you. It will surprise you. It will make you 


149) 


wonder. And it should stir you. This is not a section to be passed 
over in a hurry. You will need to tarry long over it. Please read it 
over as many as four times, making your own observations and not- 
ing down its striking features. You will find any number of things 
that will start your mind a-working. 


Questions for Study 


Unless you want to follow out certain lines of thought that were 
raised by your four readings of the section, let me suggest some points 
for you to work out. 


1. What made this sin of Israel such an exceedingly heinous one? 
2. Why was God seemingly so reluctant to forgive this sin? 
3. What was it that finally moved God to forgive Israel? 


4. What light does this experience throw upon the character of Moses? of 
Aaron? 


5. What does it reveal as to the character of God? 


These five questions should keep you busy for some time. Please 
do not pass on until you have made an honest effort to answer all of 
the questions. It will help give definiteness to your answers if you 
write them down. 


Israel's Sin 


Now that you have done so much good hard work on this for your- 
self it will be much easier for you to answer the questions and follow 
the suggestions that are ahead. 


1. What was Israel’s sin? Was it a breach of the first or the second com- 
mandment? You say the second, and you are right, for Aaron said, “These 
are thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt”; and 
also, “To-morrow shall be a feast to Jehovah.” They were supposedly wor- 
shiping Jehovah through the worship of the calf, an image like the Black 
Bull of Egypt. But this idolatry was accompanied by the licentious dances and 
practices of the heathen worship, too shameful to describe. See 32:6, 19. 

2. You have already listed the aggravations of Israel’s sin, but it may be well 
to give them here. 


a) Only a few days before they had witnessed the most remarkable mani- 
festation of the holiness of God. 

b) They had heard with their own ears the voice of God when He thun- 
dered from Sinai, “Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven image, etc.” 

c) They had responded with their own lips, “All that Jehovah hath spoken 


will we do, and be obedient.” And this solemn Covenant had been sealed with 
blood. 
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d) They had been the recipients of God’s goodness and mercy in delivering 
them from the bondage of Egypt, and in making ample provision for all their 
needs. 


Ponder long over such a sin committed in the face of such facts 
as the above. What a wretched, hopeless, rebellious lot they were! 

Try to appreciate the feelings of God as He looked down upon 
that scene from the top of Sinai, and the feelings of Moses as he 
came down into the midst of the filthy orgies straight from the holy 
presence of God. 


God's Judgment 


Surely sin like that deserved severe judgment from God. What 
judgment did the people receive? 


1. They were made to drink the water upon which had been scattered the 
powdered golden calf. 

2. Three thousand were slain with the swords of the sons of Levi. Do you 
say that was too severe? Before the judgment was sent they were given an 
opportunity to repent. See 32:26. And it was probably only those who per- 
sisted in their sin that were killed. This was the time when the surgeon’s knife 
was necessary to remove the foul ulcer and thus save a whole nation from 
corruption. 

3. God removed His presence from them. Read carefully 32:34; 33:1. God 
was here teaching the people the fundamental principle that sin separates from 
God, that He cannot live in the midst of a sinful people. Sin must go or God 
will go. Separation from God always has been and always will be the irresist- 
ible issue of sin. This same fact is seen again in 33:7-11. The “tent of meet- 
ing” referred to in verse 7 was, of course, not the regular tabernacle, for that 
had not been erected. But it was the tent, probably his own, where Moses met 
with God until the tabernacle was erected. Here it was pitched “without the 
camp,” that the people might realize that they had forfeited God’s presence 
by their sin. God and sin could not dwell in the same camp. 


Moses’ Intercession 


Perhaps the thing in these chapters that impressed you most was 
Moses’ intercession in behalf of his people. The first instance of it 
is found in 32:7-14. Read verses 7-10 very carefully. Note how God 
spoke of Israel, “thy people, that thou broughtest up out of the land 
of Egypt.” What is the significance of that? Look at the offer God 
made to Moses in verse 10, “and I will make of thee a great nation.” 
What a distinction that would be, to be the father of a great nation! 
What an opportunity that presented to this weary and heavy-laden 
leader! Did he accept it? Read his reply, verses 11-14. He didn’t even 
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refer to it, which shows that he didn’t give it a thought. No concern 
for himself or his own glory, but a tremendous concern for his people. 
Refer to Hebrews 11:24-26 for a similar sacrificial choice that he had 
made earlier in life. 

What arguments did Moses use in pleading for his people? 

1. The people were God’s people whom He had redeemed. Contrast this 
with verse 7. 


2. God’s glory. To destroy the people would be to counteract the manifesta- 
tions of His glory which the Egyptians had seen. Moses was heedless of his 
own glory, but greatly concerned over God’s. 


3. The Covenant which God had made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
Refer back to 3:15-17; 6:2-5. Such pleas as these God could not resist. 


Atonement for Israel 


The second instance of his pleading for the people is found in 
32:30-32. Before going up again into the mountain to intercede, 
Moses said to the people, “Ye have sinned a great sin: and now I will 
go up unto Jehovah; peradventure I shall make atonement for your 
sin.” How is atonement made? By the sacrifice of the innocent for 
the guilty. Did Moses mean that he was going to offer his life to 
God to make atonement for the people’s sin? For your answer look 
at verse 32. “Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin; and if not, blot 
me, I pray thee, out of thy book.” Moses here offered his life for the 
people, not only his physical life, but his soul. “Cast me out of thy 
presence for ever and ever, in this world and the world to come.” 

Is there in the whole Bible a more God-like act than this? Is there 
anything that more nearly approaches Calvary? Is it any wonder God 
said through Moses, “I will raise them up a prophet from among their 
brethren, like unto thee”? (Deut. 18:18.) 

Think of this magnificent spirit of Moses toward the people in the 
light of their previous attitude toward him. See 5:20-21; 14:10-12; 
Ebe2ds 10st 17a oom 


Moses' Reward 


What now did Moses receive as reward for his unselfish attitude? 
The only thing he was working for was the salvation of his people, 
but is that all he received? 

1. God’s mercy toward the people. God forgave the people and also re- 
stored to them His presence. 33:14. 

2. A more intimate fellowship with God. 33:11. 
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3. A fuller revelation of God’s character. Study very carefully 33:18 — 
34:9, noting especially 34:6-7. Think of that name of God in the light of this 
incident of which it is the climax. The two outstanding attributes of God re- 
vealed there are His mercy and His justice. How did He reveal His mercy? 
Can God ever reveal His mercy apart from His justice? Are these two ever 
separated? Were they separated at the Cross? These are the most important 
fee of the whole lesson. You could well spend an hour working over 
them. 


4. The shining face. 34:29-35. This came after the clearer revelation of 
God’s glory in 34:5-7. His face was not shining when he came down the first 
time. 


Relation to Covenant 


What is the relation of this whole episode to the Covenant that 
had been signed and sealed in chapter 24? In a contract between two 
men, if the party of the second part breaks his part of the contract 
does not that at once release the party of the first part from his obli- 
gation? Is not the fulfillment of the promise of one member of the 
contract conditioned upon the faithfulness of the other member? 
Mr. B could not hold Mr. A to his promise if Mr. B had broken his 
own promise. 

Did that same principle hold in regard to God’s Covenant? Was 
the fulfillment of God’s part of the Covenant dependent upon Israel’s 
living up to her part? Did Israel live up to her part? How ignomini- 
ously she failed here! And yet did God live up to His part? Indeed 
He did. See Joshua 21:43-45 for the fulfillment of the material side 
of it, and the New Testament for the fulfillment of its spiritual pro- 
visions. And to reveal that principle God renewed the Covenant at 
the very time Israel had broken it. See 34:10, 27-28. If the fulfill- 
ment of God’s part of the Covenant had been dependent upon Israel’s 
faithfulness to her part would God’s promises ever have been ful- 
filled? Thank God this Covenant is not dependent for its fulfillment 
upon man’s faithfulness, but upon God’s sovereign mercy and grace. 

But this is true, when God’s people broke the Covenant they lost 
for the time the blessing of the Covenant, namely God's presence. 
God withdrew His presence and did not restore it until the people 
had repented of their sin and returned to Him. See 33:4-6. 

Your salvation and mine are based on the Covenant that was made 
with Abraham and renewed with the nation Israel. But thank God, 
its fulfillment is not dependent upon our faithfulness but upon God’s 
own sovereign grace and power. However, when we break our part 


[53] 


of the Covenant by sinning, the blessings of the Covenant — peace, 
joy, God’s presence —are withdrawn until we return to God in 
humble confession. Our salvation is all of God. 


TEE Lesson Xl! TOUTE 


THE TABERNACLE—CHAPTERS 25-40 


Do you feel somewhat bewildered as you come to the study of the 
tabernacle because of the multitude of details that confront you? I 
am not surprised if you do. However, we shall try not to let you be 
overwhelmed by the mass of details, but rather shall seek to direct 
you to the study of the essential principles that are revealed in the 
tabernacle. 

First of all, look at the general plan of the record. In chapters 
25-31 Moses was in the mount receiving from God the instructions 
concerning the building of the tabernacle. Chapters 32-34 is a paren- 
thesis given to the record of the Golden Calf. Then in chapters 35-40 
you have the record of the actual building of the tabernacle, where 
Moses and the people were carrying out the instructions given by 
God in chapters 25-31. 

You need to get a general impression of the record, and to pick out 
its prominent features. To do this, please read chapters 25-31 over 
three or four times. Do not pause over any of the details, but read 
the chapters through as a whole. At the close of each reading, ask 
yourself, “What has impressed me most?” By this process the general 
features will be impressed upon your mind, and that is what you 
desire. Please do not pass on to what follows until you have carried 
out these suggestions. 


Purpose of Tabernacle 


Now that you have seen these general principles, you are ready to 
consider more in detail some of the more important ones. From the 
record would you say that in God’s sight, the tabernacle was or was 
not of great importance? How many chapters did God give to the 
record of its building? Chapters 25-31, and 35-40; thirteen in all. 
How many chapters in Genesis did God give to the record of Cre- 
ation? Two. Does not this simple comparison at least suggest some- 
thing of the tremendous importance in God’s sight of the tabernacle? 
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The great importance of the tabernacle is seen in its purpose. What 
was that purpose? You have already discovered that, but to impress 
it more on your mind please read again 25:8, 22; 29:42-46. Accord- 
ing to these references the purpose of the tabernacle was to be a dwell- 
ing place for God in the midst of His people. The name that is most 
frequently given to the tabernacle in the Revised Version is “tent of 
meeting.” It was the place where God was to meet with the people, 
and where the people could meet with God. Look back to chapter 
19 to see where God was dwelling. On the top of the mount amidst 
the fire and lightning, and the thunder and the thick darkness; and 
the people were trembling at the base of the mount forbidden to even 
touch the mount. But when the tabernacle was erected, God came 
down and took up His abode in the very midst of the people. See 


40:34-38. 


How Financed 


Now come to several points in the building of the tabernacle that 
are emphasized in the record. How was it financed? That is usually 
. the first question brought up when we plan to build a church. Read 
carefully 25: 1-3, underscoring the word “offering” each time it occurs; 
also 35:5, 20-22, 26, 29. The tabernacle was financed by the freewill 
offerings of the people. Please read those references over again, to see 
how that fact is emphasized. No assessments here, no sales of any 
kind, no suppers, every penny of it came as freewill offerings from 
the people. 

And note what they brought. (35:22-28.) These were costly 
gifts. They represented sacrifice on the part of the people. Several 
years ago, a careful student of these things estimated the cost of these 
gifts at $1,250,000. In terms of the value of the dollar today, the gifts 
of the people would represent twice that sum. 

Read 35:20-29 once more, and note carefully the expression, “Whose 
heart stirred him up” and “willing-hearted.” These gifts came from 
the hearts of the people. They were the expressions of their love and 
gratitude to God for all that He had done for them. Think for a few 
moments of what God had done for them. 

Here the money was raised according to God’s plan. Was there 
enough? For your answer read 36:5-7! This is a point worth pon- 
dering long over, for it presents the secret of all successful money rais- 
ing for the work of the church. 
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How Planned 


Did Moses draw his own plan and make his own specifications for 
the tabernacle? Did he employ some skillful architect to do it for 
him? For your answer read 25:9, 40; 26:30; 27:8; Acts 7:44; He- 
brews 8:2, 5. The plans for this to the very last detail were given 
Moses by God. Just how God revealed this to Moses we do not know. 
But we do know that the pattern for the tabernacle itself and for all 
the furniture was God-given. Now the question arises, “Did Moses, 
in the building of the tabernacle, carry out the instructions just as 
God gave them?” Read 40:16-33 and underscore each time it occurs 
the expression, “as Jehovah commanded Moses.” ‘Think of the far- 
reaching significance of this principle in its relation to the worship 
and work of God today. Do not be in a hurry to leave this point. Go 
back and ponder it some more. 


General Structure 


We shall not be able to go into the details of the construction of 
the tabernacle. The general principle that had to be followed was 
that the tabernacle must be portable. It had to be carried with them 
on their journeys, and for that reason it was constructed so that it 
could readily be knocked down and folded up in compact space. 
Hence the curtains, the pillars, the hooks, the fillets, the tenons, the 
rings, the bars, and the sockets. 

Study the ground plan of the tabernacle that accompanies this 
lesson. ‘The court of the tabernacle was enclosed by a “fence” of 
hangings of linen fastened to pillars by silver hooks and fillets. The 
tabernacle proper was made of planks of acacia wood, overlaid with 
gold, which were fixed at the base by tenons fitting into silver sockets, 
and were kept together by means of bars of acacia wood passing 
through rings of gold. A series of coverings were thrown over this 
open enclosure, so as to make, as some think, a flat surface; but others 
are of the opinion that these coverings were suspended on a ridge 
pole, like the canvas of an ordinary tent. ‘The innermost curtain was 
of fine linen or cotton; the second was of goats’ hair, which was the 
ordinary tent-fabric of the time; the third was rams’ skins dyed red; 
and the fourth was sealskin. 


Symbolism of Tabernacle 


The main point for you to dwell on is the symbolism of the taber- 
nacle and its furniture. For God was using this structure and its 
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various appointments as object lessons to teach the people fundamen- 
tal principles concerning Himself and their relation to Him. In giv- 
ing this, I have space to give hardly more than a bare outline, but I 
trust you will think through the various points. 

What was the symbolism of the tabernacle as a whole? Its central 
idea is “God with us,” restored communion with God; God dwelling 
in the midst of a redeemed and glorified people. Think of this in the 
light of Genesis, chapter 3. This symbolism of the tabernacle has 
been fulfilled in three ways. 

1. In Jesus Christ. See John 1:14. The correct rendering of that verse is 
“And the Word became flesh, and tabernacled among us”; see also Matthew 


1:23 for the significance of Jesus’ name “Immanuel.” In the Person of His 
Son, God lived among men and fellowshiped with them. 


2. In the individual believer. See I Corinthians 6:19. “Or know ye not 
that your body is a temple [sanctuary] of the Holy Spirit which is in you, 
which ye have from God?” See also Galatians 2:20. By His Holy Spirit, God 
has taken up His abode in the heart of each true believer. John 14:23. 


3. In the Church, collectively. See II Corinthians 6:16. There Paul says, 
“We are a temple [sanctuary] of the living God; even as God said, I will dwell 
in them, and walk in them.” 


Court of Tabernacle 


This was “the common ground upon which God treats with man 
for the restoration of this lost communion, and where the terms upon 
which the communion may be restored are set forth.” CW. W. 
Moore.) Note the two articles of furniture within the court. 

1. The Altar of Burnt Offering. This stood at the very entrance of the 
court. There the sacrifices were slain. Its message was “Without the shedding 
of blood there is no remission.” And without remission of sin there can be no 
communion with God. This was fulfilled in the Cross where Christ “put away 
sin by the death of himself.” 

2. The Laver. This stood between the altar of burnt offering and the en- 
trance into the Holy Place. It was here that the priests bathed. Its message 
was purification, holiness, without which no man can see the Lord. This was 
typical of the work of the Holy Spirit in the washing of regeneration. See 
John 3:5 and Titus 3:5. 


The Holy Place 


“The terms of communion — namely, expiation and regeneration — 
being thus figured by the furniture of the court, the forms of com- 
munion, which may be realized in this life, were figured by the furni- 
ture of the Holy Place, all pointing to a yet closer communion figured 
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in the Holy of Holies.” (W. W. Moore.) There were three articles 
of furniture in the Holy Place: 

1. Table of Shewbread. Here the loaves were presented before God to 
represent the consecration of the fruit of the people's hands to God. Their daily 
labors dedicated to God. 

2. The Candlestick. Israel’s calling was to be a people of light — by their 
lives and their words to bear testimony to God in the midst of a dark world. 
See Matthew 5:14-16. 

3. The Altar of Incense. This typified prayer to God, and worship of God. 


Psalm 141:2; Luke 1:10; Revelation 5:8. 


Holy of Holies 


The only piece of furniture within the Holy of Holies was the Ark 
of the Covenant, containing the tables of the law, the book of the 
Covenant, the pot of manna, and later, Aaron’s rod that budded. ‘The 
ark was an oblong wooden box covered within and without with gold. 
The lid of the box, a slab of pure gold, was called the mercy seat. At 
each end, and looking down upon the mercy seat, was the figure of 
a Cherub of pure gold. Between the faces of the Cherubim and the 
mercy seat was the Shekinah fire, token of the presence of God. 
This was the very heart of the tabernacle, for it was here, and here 
alone, that God’s presence was manifested. 

The Holy of Holies typified Heaven, the place of the immediate 
presence of God. See Hebrews 9:24. 

The book closes with God coming down and taking up His abode 
in the tabernacle in the midst of His people. Contrast this with 
chapter 19. The communion of the people with God through the 
tabernacle was the great privilege granted them by the Covenant. 
From man’s point of view, the restoral of communion with God, 
which was lost through sin in Genesis 3, is the purpose of God’s plan 
of redemption. That fellowship is realized to a marked degree in this 
life. See John 14:23; Ephesians 2:13, 19; I John 1:3. For its ulti- 
mate realization see Revelation 21:3-4. 


TTT LLCO CLO Lesson XIV PTE 


THE GOD OF EXODUS 


Ler us never forget that the Bible is primarily a revelation of God. 
That being true, the real end of all our Bible study should be a fuller 
and more intimate knowledge of God. What have you learned of 
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God from your study of Exodus? The purpose of this lesson will be 
to seek to organize as simply as we can the main teaching of the Book 
of Exodus concerning God. That is a great big task. And it should 
be approached very prayerfully, that the Holy Spirit Himself may 


reveal to us the character of God as it is manifested in this book. 


The Faithful God 


Under what name did God reveal Himself to Moses when He 
appeared to him at the burning bush? See 3:6, 15, 16. By the name, 
“the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,” 
Jehovah meant, “I am the God who made the Covenant with Abra- 
ham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.” He told Moses that He had come 
to fulfill the Covenant. See 3:7, 8, 17. Remember that in the Cove- 
nant with Abraham, God had promised to give to Abraham’s descend- 
ants the land of Canaan. Moses tells us in 2:24 that the motive back 
of God’s deliverance of the people was the Covenant. And when 
Moses and the people became discouraged, God held up before them 
the Covenant as the ground of their faith in His delivering them from 
Egypt. See 6:4, 5, 8. When the book closes, the Covenant people 
were out of Egypt and headed for the Covenant land. So that in 
Exodus, God is revealed as the faithful God, faithful to His promises 
to His people. For emphasis of this point see and ponder Joshua 
21:43-45. 


The Sovereign God 


When in faithfulness to His promise God sent Moses to Pharaoh 
to tell him to let Israel go, what kind of response did Moses get? Read 
5:1-2. Remember who it was that thus answered God. Pharaoh was 
the monarch of the mightiest world empire of his day. He had back 
of him power such as no other king could possibly command. The 
Children of Israel as his slaves meant entirely too much to him to let 
them go. He would fight to the bitter end to keep them in his land. 

Well, was God helpless in that situation? For your answer read 
and consider 14:26-31. ‘There you see the people safely out of Egypt 
on the other side of the Red Sea, and you also observe the mighty 
hosts of the proud Pharaoh as corpses on the bank by the water’s 
edge. How about the arrogant boast back in 5:2? All of this was 
realized because the God of Exodus is the God of sovereign power. 
Read 15:1-21 for the poetical expression of God’s power. 
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Sovereign Over Sin 


God had revealed Himself as sovereign over Pharaoh back in chap- 
ters 1 and 2. According to 1:10 the expressed purpose of Pharaoh in 
putting the people under the cruel bondage was to keep them from 
leaving Egypt. But you saw that God used the bondage to make the 
people willing to go. He thus stirred up their soft, comfortable nest 
in Goshen (Deut. 32:11) so they would be willing to leave when 
God’s time had come. In other words, God overruled Pharaoh’s 
sinful deeds to carry out His own beneficent purposes. The same 
thing was true of the command to kill all the boy babies of the Chil- 
dren of Israel. Pharaoh’s purpose in that was to keep Israel in Egypt, 
but God overruled it to prepare Moses to lead the people out. For it 
was that command of Pharaoh that brought Moses into the king’s 
court where he received the training for his great task of leading the 
people to the Covenant land. God made the wrath of man to praise 
Him by overruling the black crimes of this arrogant king to carry 
forward His own beneficent plans. He even makes the devil to sweat 
in His service. 

But in chapters 5-15, God revealed Himself as sovereign, not only 
over Pharaoh and his mighty hosts, but sovereign over all the forces 
of nature and over the gods of Egypt. Each one of the plagues had 
been a fatal blow to some one of the Egyptian gods, while the death 
of the first-born was judgment upon all their gods. (12:12.) 

Yes, the God of Exodus is the God of sovereign power, sovereign 
over kings and nations, sovereign over their gods and over their sins, 
sovereign over all the forces of nature. What a glorious fact that is! 
It means that nothing can stop the onward march of God’s great re- 
demptive plan. The proud kings of the earth cannot do it. The 
mighty nations of the earth cannot do it. The heathen gods of the 
earth and their religions cannot do it. Satan and all his hosts cannot 
do it. God’s plan moves forward on schedule time. It will come to 
its consummation not one minute late. For back of that plan is the 
sovereign power of an almighty God. 


Egypt to Sinai 

Now consider the character of God as revealed on their journey 
from the Red Sea to Mount Sinai, recorded in 15:22—18:27. During 
that time the people were passing through the waste, barren wilder- 
ness. Their food supply soon gave out; their water was soon ex- 


hausted. Where could they get the things they needed for their daily 
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sustenance? Read these chapters again, please, to see how wonderfully 
God provided for their every need just when the need arose. He 
guided them by day and by night. He sweetened their bitter waters 
and brought forth fresh from the smitten rock. He provided them 
with food every morning. He fought their battles and delivered them 
from the hand of their enemies. He was patient with their mur- 
muring unbelief. If you want to see a beautiful description of God’s 
care of His people at this time read and ponder Hosea 11:1-4. The 


God of loving care is the God who led Israel from Egypt to Sinai. 


Mount Sinai 


Will you ever forget the manifestation of God at Mount Sinai? 
God on the top of the mount amidst the thunder and the lightning, 
the fire and the smoke, the earthquake and the sound of the trumpet; 
while the people at the foot were trembling with fear, not permitted 
even to touch the base of the mount. To refresh your memory of that 
scene, please read again 19:9-25 and Hebrews 12:18-21. There you 
see Jehovah as the God of unapproachable holiness. In that holiness 
you have the basis of His holy law given in chapters 20-23. In that 
holiness you have the reason for demanding holiness on the part of 
the people. “Ye shall be holy; for I Jehovah your God am holy.” In 
that holiness you have the reason for all the sacrifices that God insti- 
tuted; for God is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and the sins 
of the people must be atoned for before they dare to come into the 
presence of God. In that holiness, you have the necessity of God’s 
judgment upon sin, for a holy God must burn with wrath against 
sin. Think through these points and you will see that God’s holiness, 
so remarkably manifested at Mount Sinai, makes the Cross and hell 
absolutely necessary. It is the fundamental attribute of God’s char- 
acter, and an attribute that is revealed from Genesis to Revelation, 
and nowhere more strikingly than in the Cross. 


Mercy and Justice 


Only a few lessons ago you studied chapters 32-34. You remember 
the climax of the experiences related in those chapters was reached 
in 34:6-7, in the revelation of God’s name to Moses there in the 
mount. Please read those verses again very carefully. What a de- 
scription of the mercy of God you have in the sixth verse and the 
first part of the seventh! Think back through chapters 32-33 for the 
manifestation of that mercy. Remember what the people had done. 
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They had made a golden calf and worshiped it, and had accompanied 
that worship with the licentious orgies of the heathen religions. And 
they had committed this heinous sin only a few days after they had 
seen the unforgettable manifestations of God’s holiness on Mount 
Sinai. They had heard Jehovah proclaim with His own voice, “Thou 
shalt not make unto thee a graven image.” When Moses read the 
book of the Covenant to them they had said, “All that Jehovah hath 
spoken will we do, and be obedient,” and they had solemnly sealed 
that promise with blood. Yet in spite of their sin, as heinous and 
agoravated as it was, God had forgiven them fully and freely, and 
had taken them back to Himself. What mercy! 

But was mercy the only attribute of God’s character revealed to 
Moses in the proclamation of Jehovah’s name? Read again 34:6-7, 
noting especially the latter part of verse 7. There you see side by 
side with God’s mercy His justice. Now go back to chapters 32-33 
for the manifestation of God’s justice. You see it in the expression of 
God’s wrath against Israel’s sin. You see it in the people being made 
to drink the fruit of their own sin. You see it in the 3,000 that were 
slain with the sword. You see it in the withdrawal of God’s presence 
from the people. His justice is as clearly manifested as His mercy. 
They are side by side in the description of Jehovah’s name. They 
are revealed as side by side in His dealing with the people. The 
mercy was an expression of God’s love; the justice, an expression of 
His holiness. One is as essential to God’s character as the other. One 
cannot be manifested at the expense of the other. They both meet in 
the Cross. Think through this point. See Romans 3:26. 

The God of Exodus, then, is the faithful God, the God of sovereign 
power, the God of loving care, the holy God, and the God of mercy 
and of justice. It would be a most fruitful study for you to take each 
one of these attributes of the God of Exodus and see how it was re- 
vealed in Him who came to give the world a perfect revelation of 
God, even in Him who said, “He that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father.” 

If you do or do not follow this last suggestion, please be sure to ask 
yourself very thoughtfully these simple questions: 


. What does the faithfulness of God mean to me? 

. What does the sovereign power of God mean to me? 
. What does the loving care of God mean to me? 

. What does God’s holiness mean to me? 

. What does the mercy of God mean to me? 

. What does His justice mean to me? 
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